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S  U  PPLE  M  ENT 

TO  THE 

•"  /  -  / 

TENTH  EDITION 

0  F 

/  f 

The  Gentleman’s  Stable  Directory. 


....  ..  \ 

1 

1 

THE  unlimited  approbation  of  an  indul¬ 
gent  public  having  ranked  the  Diredory 
very  high  in  general  effimation,  it  would  dif- 
play  an  evident  want  of  g  Mitude  in  the  author 
not  to  render  the  work  as  perfed  as  a  conflant 
accumulation  of  experimer:tal  remarks  will  per¬ 
mit,  and  to  farther  increafe  its  acknowledged 
utility,  by  the  addition  of  every  profeffional 
improvement  that  can  in  th^  leaft  tend  to  en¬ 
lighten  a  fubjed  fo  eagerly  dnveftigated  even 

A  2  \  by 
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by  thofe  who  formerly  affedted  to  negledt  the 
fuperintendance  of  both  Jluds  and  ft  able  s9  as 
matters  too  trifling  for  per  final  confideration. 

Such  indifference  is  no  longer  to  be  obferved, 
or  complained  of,  among  the  moft  opulent  or 
fafhionable ;  for  the  wonderful  avidity  with 
which  the  numerous  editions  of  the  Stable 
Diredory  have  been  purchafed  in  this,  and 
repeatedly  reprinted  in  a  neighbouring  king¬ 
dom,  are  demonftrative  proofs  that  the  fubjedt 
has  acquired  new  life  from  fuch  publication, 
and  that  the  medical  and  chirurgical  parts  of 
Farriery  are  immerging  very  rapidly  from  the 
rude  and  illiterate  hands  in  which  they  were 
originally  placed. 

Upon  this  flattering  improvement  the  au¬ 
thor  has  to  gratulate  the  public,  as  well  as  his 

own  fenfations,  upon  \  feries  of  fuch  uninter- 

♦ 

rupted  fuccefs ;  for  ..he  great  purport  of  his 

publication  may  be  ^onfidered  in  a  certain  de- 

/ 

gree  gratified,  when 'the  firft  fortunes  and  abili- 
*  # 

ties,  no  longer  filen  tly  and  implicity  fubmit  the 
nobleft  and  moft  Valuable  animal  on  earth  to 
the  ignorance  an’d  obftinacy  of  every  unen¬ 
lightened  adventurer,  but  with  a  generous 

emulation 
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Emulation  condefcend  to  inveftigate  the  origin 
of  difeafe,  and  comprehend  the  rational  method 
of  cure.  This  palpable  cofividion  has  arifen 
from  the  very  great  number  of  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  of  the  firft  eminence  who  have  not 
only  honoured  the  author  with  their  confidence 
and  correfpondence,  upon  the  utility  of  his 
Directory,  and  the  great  efficacy  of  his  Me¬ 
dicines,  but  called  in  his  affiftance  upon  cafes 
of  the  greateft  difficulty  and  danger ,  where  a 
ftridl  attention  to  his  inftrudions  has  been 
attended  with  the  mojl  perfedl  fuccefs. 

In  a  work  of  fo  much  extent,  involving  fuch 
variety,  and  aiming  fo  much  at  general  reform¬ 
ation,  perfedion,  at  jirjf  was  not,  cculd  not, 
be  expeded  ;  conftantly  increafing  pradice  and 
experience,  with  incefl'ant  application  and  at¬ 
tention,  mu  ft  perpetually  throw  new  lights 
upon  many  parts  of  the  whole,  and  render  per- 
fedly  applicable  the  communication  of  fuch 
remarks  as  may  tend  to  make  complete  as  pof- 
fible,  a  trad,  in  which  the  public  at  large 
have  proved  themfelves  fo  immediately  inte- 
refted. 

A  3 
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Thus  far  by  way  of  apology,  for  introducing 
under  the  appendage  of  a  Supplement ,  what 
became  in  fad  a  matter  indifpenfable ;  for  to 
its  necejjity  fuch  a  combination  of  circumftances 
bear  powerful  evidence,  that  it  was  no  longer 
to  be  avoided  :  the  literary  complaints  of fome , 
and  anonymous  expoftulations  of  others ,  upon  the 
fubjeds  we  proceed  to  treat,  as  well  as  the 
perfonal  fuperintendance  and  affiftance  the  au¬ 
thor  has  been  required  to  give,  in  thefe  very 
cafes,  fin gular^  alarming ,  and  even  fatal>  where 
nature  has  been  ridiculoudy  checked,  or  obfti- 
nately  oppofech  render  fuperfluous  any  farther 
defence  for  us  introdudion. 

Although  the  fubjed  matter  of  this  addition 
is  fuppofed  to  conftitute  a  mere  animadverfion 
upon  lamenefs  proceeding  from  thorn  wounds, 
and  pundured  or  lacerated  tendons,  yet  there 
are  variety  of  experimental  obfervations  (how¬ 
ever  inferior,  individually  confidered)  that 
become  equally  necelTary  to  our  prefent  defign 
of  rendering  the  work  as  nearly  applicable  as 
pGffible  to  the  wants  or  wifhes  of  fo  very  nu¬ 
merous  a  body  of  readers. 


To* 
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To  juftify,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  mode  of 
practice  to  be  inculcated,  and  hereafter  laid 
down:  to  counteract  the  malicious  cr  ore- 

A 

judiced  remarks  of  the  interefted  or  diftahsfied, 
as  well  as  to  eftablifh,  upon  an  incontrovertible 
baji$%  the  rational,  proper,  and  111 ccefsfui,  me¬ 
thods  of  treatment,  recent  cafes  in  point  will  be 
quoted ;  and  however  improper  it  may  be  to 
introduce  the  names  of  characters  too  eminent 
for  fuch  publication,  yet  no  kind  of  fecrecy 
will  be  at  all  neceffary  refpedting  the  parties, 
whenever  thofe  fubje&s  become  the  prcfeflional 
topics  of  converfation  between  the  author  and 
his  friends. 

Such  cafes  will  be  likewife  illuflrated  to  de¬ 
mon  ft  rate  the  confiftency,  propriety,  and  fuc- 
cefs,  of  modern  practice ,  in  oppofition  to  the 
antient  fyftem,  fo  repeatedly  enlarged  upon  in 
the  courfe  of  the  work.  A  very  great  number 
of  literary  applications  having  been  addtdled 
to  the  author,  from  different  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  requiring  a  farther  explanation  upon 
many  fubjeds,  and  a  continuation  of  others ,  it 
is  his  earneft;  deftre  to  elucidate  every  pajjage , 
fo  as  to  render  it  perfectly  clear,  and  to  de~ 
icend  to  fuch  minutiae ,  for  the  gratification  of 

A  4  .  inquirers 
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inquirers,  as  did  not  appear  fo  immediately 
neceflary  in  the  firft  formation  of  the  Direo 
tory. 

But  the  doubts  of  fome,  and  the  timidity 
(added  to  the  inexperience)  of  others ,  having 
thrown  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  moft 
Ample  operations,  it  becomes  a  duty  incum¬ 
bent  to  obviate  thofe  complaints,  and  leave  in 
future  (if  poffible)  little  room  for  oppofition 

from  the  interefted  or  diflatisfied. 

*  0 

Thefe  obfervations  are  only  made  to  prevent 
furprife  at  the  occafional  introduction  of  fome 
remarks  in  the  courfe  of  this  addition,  that 
may,  to  the  more  experienced  and  enlightened 
reader,  feem  very  much  inferior  to  the  magni 
tude  of  the  fubjeCt,  not  confidering  how  many 
there  are  whole  infantile  judgment  muft  re¬ 
ceive  evq y  inJiruStion  from  the  pages  before 
them.  ,  :  *  ’  ■ 

Under  the  influence  of  this  confideration  it 
becomes  (particularly  after  the  frequent  oppo- 
fltion  from  fervants  or  grooms)  perfedly  appli¬ 
cable  to  introduce  a  few  inftruciions  upon  the 

•  • 

very  Ample  aCt  of  neatly  delivering  a  ball  to  the 

horfe. 


horfe,  without  a  fear  of  regurgitation  j  a  cir° 
cum  ft  a  nee  that  very"  frequently  happens  to 
thofe  who  are  little  acquainted  with  the  proper 
mode  of  operation :  and  thefe  directions  will 
not  (to  many)  appear  fo  immediately  neceffary, 
unlefs  I  communicate  what  will  hardly  be 
thought  pojjible ,  but  by  thofe  who  know  the 
circumftance  to  be  well  authenticated,  in  my 
own  neighbourhood,  where  it  very  lately  oc¬ 
curred. 

A  valuable  horfe,  the  property  of  CapL 

W - ,  having  been  under  a  courfe  of  the 

Pe floral  Cordial  Balls  for  a  fevere  cold,  eleven 
had  been  given  without  the  lead:  difficulty ; 
but  in  giving  the  twelfth  and  laft  of  the  courfe, 
the  fervant  not  perceiving  the  ball  pafs  the  gul¬ 
let,  erroneoufly  conceived  the  ball  was  lodged 
in  the  throat,  and  (ridiculous  as  it  may  feem) 
abfolutely  fet  mod  manfully  to  work  with half 
a  broom  handle  to  diflodge  the  ball,  till  he  had 
fo  bruifed  and  lacerated  the  furrounding  parts, 
that  a  violent  inflammation  enfued,  and  it  was 
not  till  after  the  induflrious  efforts  of  a  fort¬ 
night,  that  the  poor  animal  could  be  pro¬ 
nounced  out  of  danger  from  this  new  and  very 
extraordinary  mode  of  operation. 


To 


(  IO  ) 

*  V 

It  I.  ' 

To  obviate  fuch  trouble,  and  to  render  un*> 
necefTary  the  ufe  of  th'e  farrier’s  favourite  inf ru- 
ment ,  “  a  balling  iron,”  (only  calculated  to 
increafe  the  difficulty)  I  prefume  to  introduce 
fuch  inftru&ions  for  the  adminiftration  of  a  ball 
as  will  enable  the  operator  to  deliver  it  with 
the  greatefl:  eafe  to  him  (elf  and  fafety  to  his 
patient.  Firft  holding  the  ball  in  the  right 
handy  longitudinally  and  equally  furrounded  by 
the  fingers  and  thumb,  let  the  left  be  inlinuated 
on  the  off  fide  of  the  mouth,  when  taking 
gently  hold  of  the  tongue,  draw  it  fteadily  out 
between  thetufk  and  the  grinders,  then  grafp- 
ing  it  with  great  firmnefs,  introduce  the  right 
hand  with  the  ball,  and  paffing  it  up  with  a 

v 

proper  degree  of  refolution,  to  the  higheft  pof- 
fible  point,  lodge  it  upon  the  root  of  the 
tongue,  inftantly  puffiing  it  forward  with  your 
fipgers,  and  withdrawing  your  hand,  place  it 
under  his  jaw,  let  loofe  the  tongue,  and  raife 

his  head,  where,  holding  it  for  a  very  fhort 

*  •  ■, 

fpace,  the  ball  is  perceived  to  pafs  without  the 
leaft  difficulty;  while  on  the  contrary,  a  horfe, 
either  timid  or  refractory,  is  made  much  more 
fo  by  the  painful  ufe  of  an  iron  that,  from 
its  very  ffiape,  appearance,  and  method  of 
introduction,  is  evidently  calculated  to  pro¬ 
mote 


(  II  } 

mote  or  increafe  the  difficulty  it  was  intended 
to  prevent. 

Thefe  particulars,  trifling  as  they  may  ap^ 
pear  to  thofe  expert  in  the  pradice,  are  never- 
thelefs  more  particularly  neceffary  in  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  improving  State  of  medicine,  where 
reformation  is  making  fuch  rapid  Strides,  that 
the  adventurous  opinions  of  ruStic  farriers,,  and 
the  dangerous  compofitions  they  provide,  bid 
exceedingly  fair  to  encounter  a  partial  oblivion  i 
and  as  numbers  of  the  firft  fporting  eminence 
have  publicly  declared  their  unalterable  deter¬ 
mination  to  commence  and  continue  their  mwn 

farriers ,  fuch  directions  cannot  be  too  dearly 

* 

explained  or  univerfally  known. 

It  will,  previous  to  a  continuation  upon  the 
fubjedt,  be  perfectly  in  point  to  obferve,  it  was  : 
not  till  after  a  very  rapid  fale.  of  the  third 
edition  of  the  Stable  Directory,  thatl  en¬ 
tertained  the  leaft  idea  of  preparing  my  nioft 
efficacious  medicines  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  public  in  general  $  and  even  then  the 
thought  occurred  not  more  from  the  frequent 
fupplies  required  by  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
at  remote  distances,  than  an  observation  of  great 

4  weight 
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weight,  made  by  one  of  the  moft  opulent 
fporting  characters  in  the  kingdom. 

4  That  having  repeatedly  purchafed  his 
e  Purging  Balls  ready  prepared,  he  was  eter- 
4  nally  perplexed  and  difappointed  in  their 
c  efFeCls ;  fome  being  exceedingly  violent  and 
4  dangerous ,  while  others  under  the  fame  name, 
f  price ,  and  defer iptmi ,  were  fcarcely  per- 
4  ceotible  in  the  operation,  and  this  fre- 
4  quently  happened  in  the  fame  lubjeCt ;  a 
4  contrail  fo  oppofite,  he  could  no  way  recon- 
*  cile  but  by  a  fuppoiition  that  fo  large  a 
4  quantity  might  be  made  together,  as  to  render 
4  impracticable  a  regular,  incorporation  of  the 
c  ingredients/ 

A  remark  fo  perfectly  appofite  and  appa^ 
rently  juft,  immediately  determined  me  upon 
the  perfonal  preparation  of  my  mod  powerful 
prescriptions,  under  the  Jeal  and Jignature  of 

4C  Taplin’s  genuine  Horse  Medicines/’ 

as  a  counteraction  to  the  adulteration  fo  fully 
explained  in  the  preface ;  and  it  is  no  fmall 
recommendation  to  the  undertaking,  or  grati¬ 
fication  to  the  proprietor,  that,  from  the  firft 

hour 
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fiour  of  embarkation,  amidft  the  incredible 
confumption  in  the  metropolis,  and  almoft 
every  part  of  England,  to  the  amount  of  ma?iy 
hundred  dozens ,  not  a  Angle  complaint  of  the 
in  efficacy  of  purgatives ,  peffi  orals,  diuretics,  or 
any  of  the  whole  lift  of  his  advertifed  medi¬ 
cines,  has  ever  reached  the  author.  On  the 
contrary,  innumerable  congratulations  upon 
their  various  good  effects  are  conftant  in  arrival  ^ 
but  as  declarations  bearing  fo  much  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  fashionable  attachment  to  felf- inter  eft, 
will  not  be  univerfally  believed,  palpable  proofs 
of  their  general  utility,  the  applicable  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  few  concife  inftances  of  their 
acknowledged  efficacy,  cannot  be  confidered 
obftrufive,  when  evidently  and  equally  adapted 
to  the  promotion  of  public  good* 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  inveftigation  and 
proper  treatment  of  thorn  wounds,  punctured 
or  lacerated  tendons,  and  their  dreadful  effects, 
it  becomes  abfolutely  neceffary  I  refer  the  reader 
to  my  conclufive  remarks  upon  Windgalls, 
in  the  clafs  under  that  head,  in  the  early  part 
of  the  Stable  Directory,  where  it  will  be 
found  how  very  emphatically  I  have  repre- 
fented  the  hazard,  the  danger  (not  to  add  the 


I 
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I  ,  V  -  '  - 

folly)  of  attempting  their  cure  by  perforation* 
and  endeavoured  to  inculcate,  mojl  forcibly ,  the 
only  probability  of  fucceeding  in  the  effort,  by 
*  performing  the  operation  with  a  bijiory ,  and 
f  the  motion  of  elevation / 

.  ^  r  t 

* 

1 

After  fuch  cautions,  fo  earneftly  urged,  it  is 
Grange  to  relate,  that  within  the  circle  of  my 
own  practice  I  have  been  required  to  give  my 
afiiftance  in  two  cafes ,  where  very  fine  and 
valuable  horfes  have  been  irretrievably  loft,  and 
doomed  to  the  hounds  they  had  fo  nobly  fol¬ 
lowed,  by  the  rath  and  imprudent  ofticioulhefs 
of  two  of  the  faculty,  who  ptefuming  moft 
certainly  more  on  their  confidence  than  their 
judgment,  facrificed  to  felf-conlequence  and 
the  deftrudive  lancet,  hunters  of  figure, faflrion, 
fpeedy  and  value ,  not  to  be  exceeded  in  the 
kingdom,  ftrengthening  by  their  imprudence, 
the  obfervation  of  a  celebrated  writer,  c  that 
c  more  have  died  by  the  improper  ufe  of  the 

c  lancet  than  the  point  of  the  lword.? 

\  1  • 

To  prevent  in  future  (if  poflible)  fuch  con- 

\ 

temptible  efforts  of  profeffional  fterility,  to 
guard  the  unwary  from  becoming  dupes  to 
their  own  credulity,  and  the  dangerous  efforts 

of 
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of  hazardous  experiments,  is  much  more  the 
motive  of  inducement  to  recite  fuch  cafes,  than 
any  promifed  expectation  of  permanent  relief 
from  the  mode  of  treatment  moft  applicable 
to  the  predominant  fymptoms  of  either,  which 
will  nevertheless  be  accurately  explained* 


CASE 


O  F  A 

,  ’  *  > 

PUNCTURED  TENDON. 

i  "  .  i  ,  • 

In  the  month  of  Auguft  1788,  I  was  ap¬ 
plied  to  by  a  charader  of  the  firft  eminence  to 
give  my  opinion  upon  one  of  the  firft  hunters 
in  England,  for  which  he  had  been  repeatedly 
offered  a  hundred  and  twenty  guineas.  Upon 
my  arrival  I  found  the  horfe  labouring  under 
the  moft  excruciating  and  indefcribable  agony, 
totally  unable  to  fet  his  off  hind  foot  to  the 
ground,  and  from  the  higheft  poflible  con¬ 
dition,  very  much  emaciated  in  a  few  days  with 
the  extremity  of  pain,  Inveftigating  by  in- 


(  i6  ) 

quiry  the  caufe  of  complaint,  I  was  in** 
formed  that  a  ftudent  in  furgery,  from  one  of 
the  hofpitals,  had  lately  been  upon  a  vifit  to 
the  family;  he  was  frequently  in  the  (tables, 
and  perceiving  an  enlargement  juft  above  the 
footlock  joint,  which  denominating  a  windgall § 
he  difplayed  a  great  defire  to  obliterate  by  per- 
J oration f  This  being  too  kindly  (too  inadver^ 
tently)  permitted  by  the  owner,  he  attempted 
the  operation  with  a  common  lancet ,  but  with 
fo  little  fortitude  and  fuccefs,  that  in  making 
his  incifion,  the  natural  motion  and  rejecting 
effort  of  the  animal,  fafcinated  the  inexperi¬ 
enced  operator  in  his  firft  attempt,  and  de¬ 
prived  him  of  his  inftrument  (which  was  the 
next  day  found  in  the  litter)  but  not  till  he  had 
given  a  deftrudive  proof  of  his  inability,  and 
afforded  a  moft  ftriking  corroboration  of  the 
remarks  before  alluded  to  in  “  The  Diredory/' 
upon  this  unlucky  mode  of  extirpation. 

-4 

Proceeding  to  minute  infpedion,  I  found 

£ 

the  whole  joint  and  furronnding  parts  in  the 
higheft  ftate  of  tenfion  and  inflammation  ;  the 
orifice  of  the  injury  fo  very  trifling  as  barely  to 
admit  the  end  of  a  probe,  and  fo  exceeding 
painful  as  not  to  bear  the  lead  preffure,  hut  by 

much 


I 


(  17  ) 

much  difficulty  and  perfeverance ;  from  every 
predominant  fymptom  (and  they  we  re-all  equally 
violent)  I  could  not  entertain  a  momentary  doubt, 
but  the  extenfor  tendon  was  as  much  punftured, 
lacerated,  or  divided,  as  the  diminutive  fize  of 
the  in  fir  u  men  t  ufed,  and  the  obftru&ive  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  horle  would  admit.,  This  appa¬ 
rent  fadt  I  was  induced  to  believe  (by  the 
feverity  of  pain,  and  almofl  uncommon  vio¬ 
lence  of  fymptoms),  that  the  point  pf  the  lancet 
was  broken  off  in  the  attempt,  and  retained  in 
the  wound :  upon  premifing  this  fear  to  the 
groom,  he  affured  me  that  was  not  the  cafes 
for  the  inflrument  was  perfect  when  found \ 
How  that  could  be,  after  remaining  under  a 
horfein  his  litter  for  twenty-four  hours  (as  the 
lancet  was  not  produced)  will  never  be  clearly 
reconciled  to  my  own  opinion,  who  have  fo 
conftantly  fuch  an  inflrument  in  my  hand. 

To  return :  finding  the  orifice  (fmall  as  it 
was)  difeharge,  upon  preffure ,  a  bloody  ichor, 
or  indigefled  fanies,  and  the  edges  to  have 
acquired  a  very  rigid  callofity,  I  determined 
(that  the  digeflion  might  not  be  a  moment 
retarded,  when  fufficiently  fuppurated  for  re¬ 
paration)  to  enlarge  the  orifice,  by  dividing  the 

B  integument 
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integument  fuperficially  with  the  biftory,  to  the 
length  of  an  inch  in  the  whole. 

r 

I  then  proceeded  to  the  immediate  ule  of  a 
fomentation,  prepared  exceedingly  ftrong  from 
the  various  aromatic  herbs,  as  rofemary  and 

lavender  blended  with  wormwood  and  camo- 

/ 

mile,  continuing  to  foment  the  whole  limb, 
from  above  the  hough  downwards,  with 
large  fponge  conftantly  impregnated  with  the 
decoction,  hot  as  it  could  be  applied,  without 
injury,  for  at  leaft  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  then 
dreffing  with  a  pledget  of  very  warm  yellow 
digeftive,  covered  the  whole  affeEied part  with 
a  powerful  fuppurative  poultice,  and  repeated’ 
the  fomentation,  dreffing,  and  poultice,  twice 
every  day,  till  a  tolerable  difcharge  was  pro¬ 
moted,  which  was  not  for  fome  confiderable 
time;  and  even  then,  effe&ed  by  increafing  the 
heat  of  the  fomentation  and  the  ftrength  of 
the  poultice,  as  much  as  circumftances  would 
bear- 

i 

The  general  intent  of  the  treatment  was  in 
fome  degree  anfwered  ;  for  the  pain  was  greatly 
mitigated  (rxccpt  in  motion)  and  the  difcharge 
moderate,  but  fo  very  fcetidj  and  of  fo  cor- 

5  rofive 
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rafive  a  tendency,  that  it  formed Jinufes  ill  every 
direction  downwards,  furrounding  the  bones  to 
the  different  depths  of  two,  three,  or  four 
inches.  A  feparation  of  parts  in  the  prefent 

complication  was  abfolutely  impracticable, 

♦ 

without  rendering  to  a  certainty  the  remedy 
worfe  than  the  difeafe.  Thus  bloated,  no 
hope  of  cure  could  be  entertained  but  by  a 
reunion  of  the  divided  parts,  to  promote  which, 
a  conftant  fyringing  with  detergents  was 
adopted  at  every  drefiing,  the  wound  was  co¬ 
vered  with  lint,  plentifully  impregnated  with 
the  ffable  digeftive,  as  warm  as  could  be  ap¬ 
plied  with  fafety,  firff  infinuating  as  much  as 
poilible  within  the  orifice  (in  the  manner  of  a 
tent),  and  covering  all  with  a  common  poul¬ 
tice  of  bread,  milky  and  oil,  as  the  bell  bed  for 
fo  tender  a  part. 

.  '  . 

By  a  perfeverance  in  this  mode  of  treatment 
the  fmufes  were  perfectly  united  from  the  bot¬ 
tom,  and  the  wound  completely  healed  (or 
cicatrized)  in  little  more  than  a  month  from 
the  time  of  my  being  called  in,  with  no  other 
external  inconvenience  than  a  trifling  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  joint,  and  an  apparent  callofity  of 
the  integument.  But,  as  1  had  every  reafon  to 

B  z  believe^ 
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believe,  from  the  firft  moment  of  infpedion, 
fo  it  terminated  in  oppofition  to  every  humane 
endeavour  of  the  owner;  for,  after  a  run  of 
near  twelve  month?,  with  no  other  perceptible 
advantage  than  a  feeming  relief  from  violent 
pain,  and  without  the  power  of  walking  or 
ufing  even  gentle  motion  with  the  foot  affeded, 
an  end  was  unavoidably  put  to  his  exigence, 
amply  demonftrating  the  danger  of  experi¬ 
ments,  and  the  prudence  of  forhetimes 

“  Bearing  thofe  ills  we  have, 

t£  Rather  than  Hy  to  others  we  know  not  of.” 

A  cafe  of  the  fame  complexion,  and  produced 
by  the  very  fame  means ,  will  hereafter  come 
under  recital  ;  but,  as  its  termination  has  been 

t 

very  different  from  the  former,  I  lhall  intro* 
duce  others  in  the  way  they  occurred. 

After  all  that  has  been  theoretically  and 
pradically  advanced  by  different  writers  (in¬ 
cluding  what  has  been  faid  upon  the  fame 
fuljed  in  1  he  Stable  iredory)  it  will,  no 
doubt,  afford  the  moft  Angular  fatisfadion  to 
many,  that  an  opportunity  has  offered  to  intro¬ 
duce  a  fuccefsful  and  well  authenticated  cafe 
of  the  Farcy,  where  a  complete  cure  has  been 

effeded 


t 
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effected  by  the  rational  fyflem  already  laid 
down,  with  no  other  variations  but  fuch  as 
temporary  appearances  rendered  unavoidably 
neceffary. 


A  SUCCESS LFUL  CASE 


O  F 

THE  FARCY. 


In  the  month  of  September,  1788,  I  was 
called  to  one  of  the  mo  ft  opulent  charaders  in 
Windfor-Foreft  (reliding  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  cafe  before-mentioned),  who,  having  a 
blood  mare  labouring  under  a  very  fevere  and 
uncommon  eruption,  was  told  by  his  groom 
and  liable  attendants,  that  the  dileafe  in  quef- 
tion  was  the  Farcy,  for  which  no  cure  could  be 
expeded. 

Having  confulted  every  author  in  his  library 
(and  they  were  all  there)  who  had  ymtten 

B  3  upon 
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upon  the  difeafes  of  horfes,  he  was  pleafed  to 
fay*  6  he  could  difcover  no  fati$fado:y  invefti- 
‘  gation  or  explanation  of  the  origin,  no  fyfte- 
c  matic  mode  of  treatment,  or  probability  of 
*  cure,  but  in  the  Stable  Diredory ;  which  had 
€  given  him  fo  perfed  a  reprefentation  of  far- 
c  riers’  pradice  in  general,  that  he  was  deter- 
c  mined  to  entruft  no  cafe  of  confequence  to 
c  their  management,  and  enjoined  me  to  un- 
c  dertake  the  fuperintendance/  I  found,  upon 
inquiry,  the  mare  had  been  bled  in  an  early 
flage  of  the  appearance;  but,  the  owner  being 
a  long  time  abfent  from  home,  the  mare  had 
been  continued  at  full  feed,  and  no  medicinal 
ftep  taken  to  retrain  or  counterad  the  progrefs 
of  deifafe. 

"V. 

That  I  might  the  better  afcertain  the  prefent 
date  of  the  blood,  I  ordered  three  pints  to  be 
taken  away,  which,  almofl:  immediately  after 
its  extravafation,  formed  a  rigid  coagulurri, 
producing  upon  the  lurface  a  coat  of  fize  more 
than  two  inches  thick,  fo  very  vijcid  that  a 
pen-knife,  exceedingly  fharp,  barely  effeded 
its  feparation,  the  craflamentum  uncommonly 
livid  and  adhefive,  denoting  a  great  degree  of 
inflammation. 


This 


This  was  the  exa£l  ftate  I  had  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  I  fhould  find  it  in,  from  every  external 
appearance  and  examination 3  for  upon  taking 
off  the  pellicle  from  any  particular  puftule,  I 
obferved  the  difcharge  to  be  of  glutinous  con¬ 
fidence,  putrid  and  cffenfive,  very  different 
from  what  we  fometimes  find  an  acrimonious 
ichor .  As  a  preparatory  fcep  to  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  medicine,  I  inftantly  altered  the  regimen 
to  warm  mafhes  three  tiroes  a  day,  with  hay  in 
fmall  quantities,  and  one  ounce  of  nitre  dif- 
folved  in  both  the  morning  and  evening  por¬ 
tions  of  water,  making  two  ounces  for  every 
twenty-four  hours  3  during  this  mode  of  com¬ 
mencement,  I  perceived  the  off  leg  behind  to 
fwell  fo  rapidly,  from  the  footlock  joint  to  the 
ftifle,  and  throw  out  fuch  a  general  fulnefs, 
particularly  on  the  infide  the  thigh,  that  I  could 
not  entertain  a  momentary  doubt  but  a  critical 
formation  of  matter  would  inevitably  take 
place.  To  promote  which,  with  all  poffible 
expedition,  I  increafed  the fupport,  by  fub- 
ftituting  plenty  of  corn  for  the  mafhes,  and 
called  in  the  additional  aid  of  flrong  and  fre¬ 
quent  fomentations,  hot  as  could  be  ufed  with¬ 
out  injury  (with  two  large  pieces  of  fpohge 

B  4  alternately) 
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alternately)  for  the  threatened  fuppuratlon  was 
too  extenfive  to  admit  the  application  of  poul¬ 
tices  by  any  bandage  that  could  be  invented. 
Thiscrifis  was  evidently  an  effort  of  nature  in 
our  favour,  and  a  few  days  afforded  great  pro¬ 
bability  of  fuccefs,  for  two  fmall  apertures  ap¬ 
pearing  on  the  infide  of  the  thigh,  at  about 
three  inches  diftance  (from  which  flowed 
matter  of  the  confidence  before  defcribed), 
and  the  probe  pafling  diredly  through  both, 
forming  a  complete  Anus,  I  made  an  entire 
feparation  with  the  biflory,  and  obtained  a  dis¬ 
charge  almofl:  incredible*  1  perfevered  in  my 
fomentation  and  drefled  with  warm  digeflive; 
but  at  the  fecond  drefling  I  difcovered  deep 
feated  finufes  forming  in  different  dirediong 
and  furrounding  the  hough  joints  where  no 
lharp  pointed  inftruments  could  be  infinuated 

without  danger.  In  the  next  four-and-twenty 

*  *  1  % 

hours  another  wound  appeared  on  rather  the 

fore  part  of  the  inflde  of  the  joint,  diredly 

»  • 

upon  the  flexor  tendon ,  bearing  all  the  marks 
of  virulence  and  inveteracy,  continuing  to 
throw  out  fuch  fucceflions  of  fungous  as  not 
to  be  conceived  by  thofe  unacquainted  with  the 
pradice. 

» 

In 
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In  this  predicament  followed  a  fecond  ft r ag¬ 
gie  for  fuperiority  between  the  natural  anxiety 
and  impatience  of  the  employer,  and  the  judg¬ 
ment  and  reputation  of  the  employed  ;  the 
former  repeatedly  dooming  the  patient  to  the 
king’s  kennel  at  Afcot,  the  latter  as  conftantly 
imploring  her  refpite \  which  having  with  much 
difficulty  finally  obtained,  I  immediately  form™ 
ed  my  medical  arrangement,  and  proceeded 
without  variation  or  interruption  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  way, — Having  two  days  before  begun  a 
courfe  of  my  (advertifed)  alterative  powders, 
in  the  morning  and  evening  feeds  of  corn, 
(firft  fprinkled  with  water  to  infure  their  ad- 
hefion  and  confumption)  I  now  added  an 
ounce  of  Peruvian  bark  in  powder  to  be  given 
twice  every  day,  in  three  quarters  of  a  pint  of 
thin  gruel,  repeating  the  ounce  of  nitre  in  the 
water,  night  and  morning,  without  intermif- 

fion.  '  „ 

\ 

I  adopted  this  plan  upon  a  perfed  confi¬ 
dence,  that  fuch  fyftem  would  effed  all  that 
could  be  expeded  from  medicines  internally  % 
then  direding  my  attention  to  the  complicated 
wounds  and  finufes  (that  in  fad  bore  a  defpe- 
rate  afped),  my  great  hope  and  expedatlon 

confided 
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confifted  in  correcting  the  morbid  matter,  and 
Supporting  nature;  as  neither  firength  or  ap¬ 
petite  Teemed  yet  to  fail,  nor  had  conftant  pain 
vifibly  diftreffed  the  patient,  or  reduced  the 
frame. 

* 

1 1 

The  almofl  unprecedented  growth  of  fun¬ 
gous  bidding  defiance  to  every  confident  cor- 
rofive,  cau flic,  or  rf char  otic,  I  had  no  alterna¬ 
tive  to  effeCt  my  purpofe  but  the  edge  of  the 
knife ;  to  this  never  failing  refuurce  I  daily 
applied  for  extirpation,  repeating  the  fuperfi- 
cial  Scarifications  longitudinally  and  tranverfely, 
fo  as  not  only  to  excite  plentiful  difcharges  of 
grumous  inflammatory  blood,  but  to  difunite 
and  deftroy  the  very  foundation  of  this  obftruc- 
tion  to  cure.  After  thefe  Scarifications  the 
wounds  were  drefled  with  the  precipitate  oint¬ 
ment,  and  covered  with  warm  digeftive,  a 
mode  of  treatment  that  foon  gave  the  whole 
a  very  healthy  appearance,  and  promifed  gra¬ 
dual  improvement,  v 
. 

As  I  have  before  obferved,  the  finufes  were 
fo  fituated  a  mid  ft  the  mufcular  and  ligamen- 
tary  parts,  that  in ftru mental  feparation  was 
not  only  dangerous  but  impoffible ;  a  cure 

could 
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could  therefore  only  be  obtained  by  a  perfeve^ 
ranee  in  the  mode  of  treatment  heft  adapted 
to  the  exigency  of  difeafe.  Availing  myfelf 
of  experimental  obfervation,  I  continued  to 
cleanfe  them  thoroughly  at  every  drefling  with 
the  injedtion  of  tindture  of  myrrh  (by  means 
of  a  long  necked  ivory  fyringe),  the  bell:  bal- 
famic  detergent  for  foul  wounds,  inveterate  ul¬ 
cers,  or  deep  feated  finufes,  I  have  been  able 
to  difeover  in  the  whole  clafs  of  externals, 
during  a  long  and  attentive  practice. 

Proceeding  regularly  in  this  track,  with  a 
punctual  adminiftration  of  the  internal  medi¬ 
cines  before  recited,  and  the  external  applica¬ 
tions  fo  minutely  deferibed,  the  mare,  in 
little  more  than  fix  weeks,  was  completely 
cured,  perfectly  free  from  every  appearance  of 
eruption ,  lamenefs ,  or  difeafe ,  and  is  now  in  foal 
by  a  celebrated  Arabian  of  the  royal  (tud. 

To  thofe  who  may  wifh  to  have  farther  ani- 
madverfion  upon  the  diftindt  and  adling  pro¬ 
perties  of  the  medicines  internally  applied,  I 
can  only  obferve,  fuch  explanation  would  very 
far  exceed  the  limits  originally  preferibed  for 
the  extent  of  this  addition  $  it  muft  therefore 

fuffice 
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fuffice  to  fay,  if  I  had  formed  a  hope  of  reduc¬ 
ing  inflammation ,  corre&ing  acrimony ,  and  refcu- 
mg  the  whole  mafs  of  blood  from  an  inveterate 
and  dangerous  ftate  of  morbidity ,  by  the  ufe  of 
the  alterative  powder  s3  bark,  and  nitre ,  I  mu  ft 
confider  myfelf  exceedingly  fortunate,  that 
they  completed  in  conjunction ,  what,  perhaps, 
might  never  have  been  effected  by  any  part  of 
the  whole. 


A  SUCCESSFUL  CASE 

o  F 

LIGAMENTARY  LAME  NESS. 

X 

» 

# 

The  former  cafe  was  fucceeded  by  a  fevere 
ligamentary  lamenefs  in  the  carriage  horfe  of 
a  gentleman,  within  three  miles  of  my  own 
refidertce,  that  had  fuftained  confiderable  in¬ 
jury  in  the  articulation  of  the  hip  joint ,  by  a 
violent  fall,  in  fuddenly  flipping  up  when  wan¬ 
tonly  exerting  himfelf  (at  liberty)  with  his 
-  \  }  companion 
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companion  returning  from  pafture ;  the  lame- 
nefs  was  fo  very  fevere  that  it  was  with  the 
greateft  difficulty  he  could  draw  the  near  hind 
kg  after  him,  and  felt  great  perceptible  pain 
in  being  obliged  to  move  it  forward,  which  he 
did  with  palpable  reludance,  not  bearing  the 
lead:  weight  upon  it,  or  hardly  permitting  it 
to  touch  the  ground. 

'  \  \ 

In  four  days  after  the  accident  I  was  re¬ 
quired  to  give  my  affiftance,  and  found,  by 
the  external  appearance,  that  the  article  called 
opodeldoc  had  been  very  plentifully  ufed,  till 
the  foap  it  contained  had  fo  caked  and  accu¬ 
mulated  upon  the  furface,  (cementing  the  hair 
into  fuch  a  folid  mafs)  as  to  render  the  pene¬ 
tration  of  any  fpiritcous  application  abfolu telv 
impoffible.  This  fad:  I  clearly  demonftrated 
to  the  owner,  and  was  not  at  all  furprifed  to 
hear  he  had  reaped  no  advantage  from  his  in- 
duftrious  application. 

It  was  unavoidably  neceffary  to  adept  a  very 
different  mode  of  proceeding;  I  therefore  re¬ 
commended  the  immediate  and  frequent  ufe 
(three  times- a  day)  of  a  flrong  and  hot  fomen¬ 
tation  with  a  fponge,  as  before  direded,  not  * 

only 
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only  to  thoroughly  cleanfe  the  furroundihg 
parts  from  the  faponaceous  objlruttion  of  corro¬ 
borants,  but  to  take  off  the  ftri&ure  from  the 
part,  and  relax  the  porous  fyft'em,  preparatory 
to  the  rubbing  in  of  the  following  ftimulants, 
that  their  penetrative  properties  might  obtain 
the  readier  powers  of  adlion  upon  the  internal 
parts  affedted. 

After  the  ufe  of  the  fomentation  for  full 
ten  minutes,  I  ordered  half  a  gill  (two  ounces) 
of  camphorated  fpirits  to  be  gradually  rubbed 
‘over  the  whole,  immediately  following  it  up 
with  the  fame  quantity  of  my  advertifed  “  em¬ 
brocation  for  lamenefs  or  ft  rains  f  rubbing  it 
in  with  fuch  degree  of  perfeverance,  as  to  leave 
no  doubt  of  its  penetration,  and  to  let  thefe  be 
repeated  after  each  time  of  ufing  the  fomen¬ 
tation* 

*■  • 

Having  fuperintended  this  ceremony  at  the 
firft  operation,  I  was  requeued  to  give  my 
opinion,  “  how  long  I  imagined  it  might  be 
before  the  horfe  would  be  able  to  bear  his 
(poll:  chaife)  part  of  a  journey  to  Southamp¬ 
ton,  which  the  family  was  under  promife  to 
make?”— -To  which  I  undoubtedly  replied, 

the 
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the  tafk  of  decifion  was  too  arduous  to  under¬ 
take,  but  in  lefs  than  a  month  or  fix  weeks 
was  not  to  be  expeded.— On  the  fourth  day, 
however,  the  fervant  was  difpatched  for  a  fup- 
ply  of  camphorated  fpirits,  and  another  bottle 
of  the  embrocation,  with  information  from  his 
matter,  that  ct  the  horie  was  mending  fur- 
prifingly.”  In  a  few  'days  after,  having  a  pro- 
fefiional  journey  to  the  fame  neighbourhood^ 
I  made,  inquiry  a  matter  of  convenience,  and 
found  at  the  houfe,  that  the  horfe  had  fet  out 
upon  his  journey,  with  the  family,  in  about  ten 
days  after  my  being  called  in,  from  whence  he 
returned  as  perfedly  found  as  before  the  ac¬ 
cident. 

From  the  circumftances  of  this  cafe  (amidll 
many  others),  1  am  induced  to  bring  forward 
an  cbfervation  I  have  repeatedly  made  upon' 
the  ufe  of  opodeldoc  in  animals,  where  its  nlott: 
efifential  parts  cannot  come  into  immediate 
contad  with  the  fkin,  as  is  evidently  the  ftate 
of  the  cafe  with  horfes,  cattle,  dogs,  &c»  where 
the  hair,  in  greater  or  lefs  quantities,  upon  the 
integument,  lo  entirely  abforb  the  foap.  in  the 
firft  operation  of  rubbing,  as  to  form  an  adhae- 
five  obftrudion  to  porous  admiflion,  and  a 

confequent 
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confequent  rejection  of  the  more  penetrative 
ingredients  in  every  future  application.  And 
I  cannot  indulge  the  ffiadow  of  doubt,  but  thole 
who  have  tried  the  experiment,  or  made  the 
oblervation,  will  eafiiy  recoiled:  the  faponaceous 
mafs  and  objlruttion  upon  the  furface  I  have 
endeavoured  to  explain.  Under  this  corivic- 

9 

tion  (and  the  belt  of  convidion,  incontroverti¬ 
ble  experience)  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  how¬ 
ever  applicable  and  ufeful  it  may  be  univer- 
fally  acknowledged  for  various  complaints  of 
the  human  frame,  I  fhall  never  fubferibe  to 
any  pre-eminence  of  efficacy  in  its  application 
to  quadrupeds. 


i 
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CASE 
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PunBured  or  Lacerated  Lendon, 


In  the  month  of  November  1789,  I  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  of  felicitation  from  a  gentle¬ 
man  very  high  in  a  certain  royal  eftablifli^ 
ment,  requefting  my  immediate  attendance  in 
London  to  give  my  opinion  upon  a  horfe  that, 
from  a  mere  fuperficial  defeCt,  and  complicated 
experiments ,  was  rendered  a  perfect  cripple, 
without  hope  or  expectation  of  cure.  In  fuch 
predicament,  it  became  a  determined  decifion 
with  the  proprietor,  that  my  perfonal  invefti- 
gation  fhould  conclude  the  feene  of  anxiety* 
by  dooming  the  fubjeCt  to  immediate  deaths  or 
producing  a  plaufible  ray  of  hope  for  his  reco<* 
very*  , 

Upon  my  arrival  in  Town,  and  introduction 
to. the  owner,  I  received  information,  that 
about  three  months  before,  a  kind  of  flatulent 

C  or 
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or  fluctuating  tumour  appeared  upon  the  infide 
of  the  near  hough,  difplaying  great  tendernefs 
upon  preffure  and  confiderable  pain  in  adtion  ; 
notwithftanding  which,  it  was  obferved  to 
vary  fo  much  in  effect,  as  to  be  productive  of 
lamenefs  at  one  time  and  not  at  another. 
Thefe  circumftances  were  communicated  by 
the  groom  to  his  mafter,  and  by  him  in  cafual 
converfation  to  one  of  the  faculty,  a  furgeon 
of  no  fmall  eminence,  who  kindly  offering  his 
affiftance,  a  chirurgical  infpedtion  took  place, 
which  terminated  in  the  daily  application  of 
different  poultices  to  promote  fuppuration ; 
thefe  were  continued  till  the  joint  opinion  of 
furgeon  and  groom  pronounced  the  matter 
“  perfectly  ripe”  for  expullion.  Under  fuch 
confultation,  in  the  abfence  of  the  owner,  the 
incifion  was  unluckily  made,  and  dill  more  un¬ 
luckily  immediately  upon  the  flexor  tendon , 
and  directly  upon  the  part  where  it  lay  neareft 
the  furface.  To  the  difappointment  in  this 
operation,  fucceeded  diftrufts,  difcontent,  and 
cavillings,  between  the  projectors ;  for  no  mat¬ 
tery  no  fames  y  digefled  or  indigefted,  following 
the  inftrument  of  feparation,  mutual  confter- 
nation  enfued,  and  language  little  fhort  of 
reproach  prevailed  with  either  party.  This 

contrariety 
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,  V.  ■  v.  ri  » 

contrariety  of  opinion  (fomething  fimilar  to  the 
frequent  opposition  between  doCtor  and  nurfe) 
loon  effected  the  entire  abdication  of  the  fupe- 
rior,  and  left  the  groom  to  an  uninterrupted 
exertion  of  his  own  judgment  and  medical  abi¬ 
lities.  To  prove  the  extent  of  which,  he  pre¬ 
pared  an  artificial  probe,  and  continued  its  con- 
ftant  introduction,  for  two  inches  or  more, 
diredly  upon  the  tendon ,  thereby  abrading  and 
rendering  more  irritable  a  part  already  injured, 
and  confequently  fufceptible  of  additional  pain 
upon  every  erroneous  application.  His  matter 
was  ftill  abfent  (in  a  diftant  part  of  the  king¬ 
dom)  and  the  cafe  became  every  day  more 
alarming,  not  only  in  its  conftantly  increafing 
enlargement  of  the  joint,  but  perpetual  and 
inceflfant  pain,  from  which  he  had  no  relief* 
Nature  had,  in  oppofition  to  the  interpofitions 
of  art,  clofed  the  orifice  and  healed  the  wound ; 
notwithftanding  which,  the  lamenefs  was 
greater  than  before.  This  was  matter  of  ad¬ 
ditional  perplexity  to  the  fcientific  fuperinten- 
dent,  who  was  now  convinced  nothing  but  a 
praftice  entirely  new  could  fucceed. 

The  better  to  eftablifh  which  (upon  a  vulgar 
and  generally  received  opinion,  that  mercury  is  a 

C  a  fpeeific 
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fpecific  for  every  ill)  he  procured  a  pot  of 
flrong  mercurial  ointment ,  and  perfevered  in  its 
conftant  ufe  by  friction,  till  finding  every 
effort  to  fucceed  abortive,  he  obliquely  courted 
the  examination  and  advice  of  a  popular  farrier^ 
Handing  very  high  in  public  eftimation,  whofe 
fublimity  of  explanation  certainly  entitles  him 
to  general  confidence., 

He  mod  fagaciouflv  difcovered  and  obferved , 

*  a  vein  was  loJl9  which  could  only  be  reco* 

*  vered  by  the  application  of  a  Jlrong  blijlerd 
However  ftrange  or  ridiculous  a  propofed  re¬ 
medy,  fo  violent  and  extraordinary,  may  ap¬ 
pear  to  the  judicious  or  experienced  reader,  it 
met  no  oppofition  from  the  party  concerned  ; 
for,  coming  from  the  high  founding  authority 
of  fo  much  eminence,  it  was  hajlily  procured, 
and  as  rafhly  applied.  I  doubt  not  its  effeds 
may  be  much  better  conceived  than  delcribed  ; 
external  fire  upon  internal  contradion  could 
but  add  to  the  excruciating  pain,  or  rather 
wanton  perfection,  of  a  fubjed  differing  under 
fuch  a  fucceffion  of  cruel  and  inconfiderate 

experiments. 
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This  account  having  been  given  me  in 
recital,  as  well  as  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  horfe, 
I  could  not  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  flexor  ten¬ 
dons  being  pundtured  by  the  original  operator, 
or  lacerated  by  his  fucceffor,  in  the  daily  prob¬ 
ings  that  were  to  effedt  fo  expeditious  a  cure. 
Proceeding,  however,  to  the,  ftables,  I  found 

the  patient  upon  three  legs ,  in  a  flail  barely  five 

«  «. 

feet  wide,  in  a  fiate  of  the  greateft  agony  ;  his 
leg  in  an*almoft  conflant  contraftive  motion, 
abfolutely  groaning  with  the  extremity  of  pain, 
the  whole  limb  perceptibly  wafted,  the  frame 
emaciated,  the  joint  much  enlarged,  the  cica¬ 
trix  exceedingly  tender,  bearing  no  preflure 
upon  the  tendon,  and  an  uncommon  ftridture 
upon  the  furrounding  parts,  wherever  the 
blifterhad  taken  effedt ;  and,  to  render  the  bu¬ 
ll  nefs  of  inquiry  complete,  I  found  circum- 
ftances  had  varied  very  little  for  near  two 
months,  but  that  fymptoms  had  continued 
nearly  in  the  fame  ftate. 

Every  addon,  every  predominant  trait  tend- 
ing  to  corroborate  my  firft  opinion  upon  the 
cafe,  I  could  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  pro¬ 
nounce,  that  whatever  had  been  the  origin  of 
the  Ample  tumour  (perhaps  a  blow  that  had, 

C  3  however, 
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however,  never  been  afcertained),  the  caufe  of 
the  prefent  diftreffing  fcene  was  abfolutely  and 
beyond  all  pofftbility  of  doubt  or  contradi&ion, 
a  pun&ure  or  laceration  of  the  tendon. 

Obfcured  as  the  cafe  was,  by  what  is  too 
much  the  practice,  complicated  opinions  and 
* various  experiments ,  in  addition  to  the  length 
of  time  fince  the  injury  had  been  fuflained, 
great  or  fanguine  hope  of  fuccefs  was  not  to  be 
entertained.  I  neverthelefs  obferved,  if  the 
owner  wifhed  to  adopt  fueh  fyflem  as  alone 
feemed  calculated  to  alleviate  lymptoms  and 
afford  relief,  giving  the  whole  a  fair  and  per-* 
fevering  trial  of  three  weeks  or  a  month,  with¬ 
out  any  perceptible  advantage,  I  fhould  then 
(however  difagreeable  the  office  mult  he)  cer¬ 
tainly  not  hefitate  to  advile  the  propriety  of 
paffing  the  only  fentence  that  could  extricate 
the  fubjed  from  a  life  of  extreme  pain  and 
perpetual  mifery. 

« 

My  propofal  having  been  inftantly  and  mod: 
cheerfully  acquiefced  in  by  the  great  humanity 
and  anxious  wiffi  for  prefervatioa  in  the  owner, 
I  ordered,  without  delay ,  a  coach- houfe,  or 
open  Jlable  to  be  procured  (which  was  very 
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luckily  obtained  in  the  fame  yard)  and  covered 
with  litter,  for  his  immediate  reception,  a  par¬ 
cel  of  hay  being  fufpended  at  each  end,  to 
excite  his  alternate  motion  from  one  end  to  the 
other  when  either  bundle  was  confumed. 

Ingredients  were  diredly  procured  for  the 
following  decodion : 

1  'j  .  " 

Take  rofemary  leaves,  Roman  wormwood, 
lavender  flowers,  marfhmallow  leaves,  and  ca¬ 
momile  flowers,  of  each  four  ounces ;  boil  in 
ten  quarts  of  water  till  reduced  to  eight,  then 

ft  rain. 

The  whole  limb  was  then  fomented  (with 
two  large  pieces  of  fponge  alternately,  as  hot  as 
the  decodion  could  be  brought  into  ufe  with¬ 
out  danger)  from  the  very  ftifle  to  the  footlock 
joint,  continuing  it  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  at 
leajly  each  time  of  tiling  the  fomentation,  and 
repeating  it  three  times  a  day  at  equal  dis¬ 
tances  of  time,  rubbing  in  after  every  opera¬ 
tion,  upon  the  hough  joint  and  neighbouring 
parts,  a  two  ounce  phial  full  of  the  following 
anodyne  f^lution : 

C  4 
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Take  fpirits  of  wine  -  one  pint, 

camphire  -  -  -  an  ounce  and  a  half? 

opium  -  two  drachms. 

'  .  '  . 

The  camphire  and  opium  were  reduced  to 
fmall  .pieces,  then  frequently  fhaken  in  the 

fpirits  till  diffolved,  and  clofe  flopped  forufe. 

« 

% 

That  no  part  of  my  plan  might  be  omitted, 
tending  in  the  leaft  to  promote  a  pofiibility  of 
fuccefs,  I  continued  in  town  a  day  extraordi¬ 
nary,  to  fuperintend  the  commencement  and 
regulate  the  proceeding;  was  prefent  during 
the  firft  operation,  leaving  him  at  full  liberty 
in  the  loofe  liable  I  had  recommended  (as  the 
firft  probable  ftep  to  improvement),  not  with¬ 
out  fome  degree  of  hope,  upon  feeing  him  en¬ 
joy  a  feeming  temporary  fufpenfion  from  pain, 
during  the  warmth  of  the  fomentation,  which 
he  abfolutely  leaned  to,  and  courted  the  appli¬ 
cation  of,  in  a  very  particular  manner. 

From  thefe  applications  (however  well 
adapted  to  predominant  fymptoms  and  the  exi¬ 
gency  of  the  caft)  infallible  expectations  could 
not  be  formed ;  neverthelefs,  I  had  experimental 
reafon  and  convidlion  to  believe  the  properly 

regulated 
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regulated  heat,  and  frequency  of  the  fomcn 
ration,  might  not  only  gradually  reduce  the 
rigid  callofity  of  the  integument  and  ftridlure 
upon  the  part  where  the  blifter  had  been  ap¬ 
plied,  but  alfo  relax  the  porous  fyftem*  giving 
admiffion  to  the  anodyne  for  the  reduction  of 
irritability,  and  the  corroborants  to  excite  a 
degree  of  warmth  and  ftimulus  upon  the  inters 
nal  parts, 

i 

However  well  founded  any  doubts  of  cur c 
might  have  been,  from  the  combined  feveri- 
ties  of  the  cafe,  I  was  moft  agreeably  deceived 
in  the  fufpicious  opinion  I  had  formed  $  for 
little  more  than  a  fortnight  brought  me  a  letter 
of  information,  that  every  diftreffing  fymptom 
was  alleviated  j  the  horfe  fed  well,  and  feemed 
almoft  free  from  pain  $  the  ftridture  uppn  the 
joint  was  greatly  fubdued,  and  the  local  en¬ 
largement  promifed  gradual  redu&ion.  A 
fecond  account  followed  the  JirJl  in  a  few  days, 
from  which  it  appeared,  the  horfe  lay  down 
and  got  up  with  little  difficulty,  put, his  foot  to 
the  ground,  bore  a  great  part  of  the  propor¬ 
tional  weight  upon  it  in  motion,  and  even 
walked  fevetal  fteps  in  fucceffion  without  halt¬ 
ing.  Thefe  encouraging  appearances  power¬ 
fully 
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fully  dictated  an  unremitting  perfeverance  in 
the  mode  of  treatment  already  defcribed,  with¬ 
out  the  mod  trifling  variation,  which  has  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  well,  that  a  letter  now  lies  before 
me  from  the  owner,  u  herein  he  fays,  *  The 
€  horfe  has  been  walked  out  twice,  when  he 
1  did  not  appear  the  leajl  lame ,  and  I  hope  he 
c  will  be  foon  enabled  to  take  his  journey  to 

*  Wokingham,  there  to  profit  by  the  winters 

*  run  you  have  kindly  provided  for  him.  I 
1  am  very  glad  to  hearof  the  Supplement  you 

*  mention,  and  hope  foon  to  fee  it  published, 
€  I  think  the  cure  of  my  own  horfe  a?2  uncotn -r 
c  on  on e,' 

As  the  introduction  and  illuftration  of  cafes 
may  not  be  perfectly  applicable  to  the  expec¬ 
tation  of  thofe  who  wifh  to  meet  little  more 
than  a  dictatorial  arrangement  of  prescriptive 
matter,  it  will  be  perfectly  in  point,  not  only 
to  explain  their  utility,  but  the  caufe  of  com-’ 
munication  for  general  infpeCtion. 

The  public  having  fo  extenfively  honoured 
the  Stable  Directory  with  fuch  decided  appro¬ 
bation,  even  in  the  infancy  of  its  appearance, 
and  before  its  theory  could  have  been  univerfally 

reduced 
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reduced  to  practice,  it  muft  afford  the  higheft 
gratification  in  return,  to  receive  corroborating 
and  well  authenticated  proofs  of  the  confiftency 
of  its  reformation,  and  that  the  confidence  fo  ge- 
neroufly  placed  in  the  medical  infractions,  has 
fuffered  no  proftitution  or  difgrace,  amidft 
their  numerous  trials  and  critical  inveftigations. 
However  liberal  the  candid  and  impartial  part 
of  the  world  may  have  been  in  their  encomia 
urns  upon  th6  original  work  (or  congratu- 

i 

lations  to  the  author),  its  contents  could  only 
appear  to  the  public  as  mere  matter  of  conjec¬ 
ture  (upon  the  propriety  of  which  every 
reader  had  a  fubftantial  reafon  to  entertain 
doubts),  till  fuch  doubts  were  removed  by  a 
repetition  of  fuccefs,  and  a  palpable  confirm¬ 
ation  of  the  acknowledged  utility  of  improve¬ 
ment  in  practice. 

Naturally  reverting  to  one  or  another  of  the 
cafes  already  recited,  it  muft  be  perfe&ly  appo- 
fite  to  repeat  the  abfurdity,  the  wonderful  in- 
conftftency,  of  fubmitting  the  management  of 
valuable  (or  indeed  any)  horfes,  to  the  ftrange 
and  inconfiderate  experiments  of  thole  who 
Jiave  no  one  qualification  but  their  unbounded 

confidence 
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confidence  (or  rather  impudence)  to  recom¬ 
mend  them,  or  juftify  the  dreadful  havock 
they  conftantly  make  among  this  mod  ufeful 
part  of  the  creation,  if  we  may  be  fairly  allowed 
to  decide,  by  the  great  numbers  annually 
doomed  to  death,  in  the  penury  and  credulity 
of  one  clafs,  or  the  invincible  obftinacy  and 
ignorance  of  the  other. 


The  penury  and  credulity  I  rllude  to  (and 
which  cannot  be  too  often  or  emphatically  re¬ 
peated),  is  that  kind  of  having  knowledge  in 
the  employer,  inevitablv  produdive  of  a  double 
deception ;  for  (without  be  .lowing  even  a  remote 
thought  upon  the  defective  abilities  of  the  em¬ 
ployed)  his  imagination  oiuftripping  refledion, 
rapidly  reaches  an  ideal  cure  at  the  leaft  expenfe^ 
totally  forgetting  that  felf-prefervation  is  a 
concomitant  to  low  cunning,  and  confequently 
more  is  lavifhed  upon  the  ignorant,  obftinate, 
confident,  or  necefiitous,  for  the  promotion  of 
mifchief  and  danger,  than  would  amply  com- 
penfate  the  enlightened  praditioner  for  his 
afiiftance  in  all  cafes  of  emergency.  Nume¬ 
rous  fads  might  be  adduced  to  demonftrate 


the  truth  of  tliefe  aflertions  (notwithftanding 
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the  cautions  fo  repeatedly  advanced  in  different 
parts  of  the  Diredory),  fome  of  which  may 
perhaps  appear  hereafter* 

f ■ '  '  -  •  /  (  ‘  ;  .  , 

It  becomes,  however,  immediately  appli¬ 
cable  to  obferve  (even  here)  how  very  much 
depends,  in  all  cafes  of  difficulty  and  danger, 
upon  drawing  that  nice  and  critical  line  of  dif- 
tindion  in  the  mode^of  treatment  conftituting* 
right  or  wrong ,  confeqtiently  deftrudion  or 
cure.  Notwithftanding  the  palpable  neceffity 
for  fuch  accurate  inveftigation,  time  and  obfer- 
vation  daily  demonftrate,  in  a  variety  of  cafes, 
the  number  of  deaths  that  frequently  happen, 
where  it  is  abfolutely  natural  to  fuppofe  the 
parties  called  in  to  relieve ,  had  come  with  a 
fixed  determination  to  dejlroy  $  juftifying  this 
idea  by  the  many,  who,  not  paying  the  ieaft 
attention  to  Nature,  or  her  indications,  the 
origin,  caufe,  or  fymptoms,  of  difeafe,  proceed 
to  their  predetermined  applications  (whether 
internals  or  externals)  with  no  emulation  to 
infpire ,  no  reputation  to  lofie,  no  refined  fen- 
fations  to  f of  ten ,  confequently  no  anxious  defire 
to  prompt  a  fpeedy  alleviation  of  pain,  or  mi¬ 
tigation  of  fufferings  in  the  animal,  unluckily 

deftined 
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defined  to  undergo  a  repetition  of  rafh,  cruel, 
and  inconfiderate  experiments. 

To  corroborate  the  juftice  of  this  remark,  is 
it  at  all  neceflary  to  go  farther  in  retrofpection 
than  the  laft  cafe  recited  ? — Can  any  rational 
pradtitioner,  whofe  condudt  is  regulated  by 
integrity,  and  a  proper  attention  to  the  indi- 
.  cations  of  Nature,  come  forward  and  explain, 
what  could  be  expedted  from  the  repeated  ap¬ 
plication  of  Jlrong  mercurial  ointment  by  one 
operator,  or  the  meaning  of  1  a  loft  vein,  and 
c  its  intentional  recovery  by  the  ufe  of  a  ftrong 
c  blifter/  in  the  other  ? 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  intent  or  ex¬ 
pedition  of  either ,  the  event  has  fully  proved 
the  fadts  fo  repeatedly  urged  beyond  the  power 
of  contradidlion ;  fuch  unmeaning  efforts  of 
fterility  can  only  be  the  combined  effects  of 
vanity  and  prefumptuous  impudence  in  the  firft, 
profefiional  ignorance,  or  the  moft  unlimited 
confidence  and  deception  in  the  latter. 

»  ■ 

Out  of  thefe  confiderations  will  arile  convic¬ 
tion  to  fuch  as  do  me  the  honour  of  attentive 
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perufal,  that  the  major  part  of  fuch  pretenders 
to  patronage  merely  poflefs  abilities  fufficient 
to  proceed  in  their  invariable  fyftem  of  impo- 
fition,  with  views  very  little  beyond  a  conffant 
and  fuccefsful  depredation  upon  the  property 
of  thole  who  unfortunately  require  their  afiift- 
ance.  »  .  . 

During  the  fuperintendance  of  the  cafes  be¬ 
fore  recited,  many  of  inferior  confequence,  but 
equally  fuccefsful,  intervened. — A  gentleman 
of  the  firft  popular  eminence  in  Surry,  commu¬ 
nicated  a  complete  cure  of  the  greafe  in  one  of 
his  carriage  horfes  by  the  ffrong  diuretic  balls, 
and  a  fubfequent  courfe  of  alteratives,  after  pay¬ 
ing  a  tedious  and  implicit  obedience  to  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  a  neighbouring  farrier,  without  the 
leaji  profpeft  of  fuccefs . — -Five  in  fiances  have 
occurred  in  my  own  neighbourhood  (exclufive 
of  diflant  communications)  where  horfes  have 
been  a! mod  inftantaneoufly  relieved  from  the 
excruciating  pain  of  cholic  and  fret,  by  the 
prefcribed  balls,  after  failure  of  the  different 
farriers  potations ,  moil  powerfully  impregnated 
with  their  favourite  fpecific,  gin  and  pepper ,  to 
which  miftaken  remedy,  and  obftinate  attach¬ 
ment,  I  have  known  many  fall  vidtims,  where 

the 
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the  inflammation  has  been  by  thefe  means  pro¬ 
moted,  and  nature  too  much  exhaufted  to  ad¬ 
mit  the  leaf!  relief. 

% 
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THORN  WOUNDS. 


Notwithstanding  the  general  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  different  kinds  of  wounds,  and  their 
diftindt  modes  of  treatment,  fo  fully  enlarged 
on,  under  proper  heads,  in  the  Stable  Direc¬ 
tory,  there  is  a  certain  clafs  not  particularly 
noticed,  that  from  their  feverity  bear  fo  great 
an  affinity  to  cafes  of  pundtured  tendons,  as  tp 
become  (at  the  requeft  of  many  refpedtable 
correfpondents)  the  immediate  fubjedt  of  ani- 
madverfion* 


The  inflammation,  tenfion,  pain,  fuppu- 
ration,  and  wounds,  frequently  arifing  from 
injuries  fuftained  by  thorns,  nails,  flubs,  or 
other  pointed  fubftances  equally  prejudicial, 
are  univerfaliy  known  to  become  not  only  ex¬ 
ceedingly 


teedingly  troublefome,  but  often  produdive  of 
great  danger.  The  penetration  of  fuch  can 
very  feldom  take  place  without  the  probability 
of  difagreeable  or  alarming  confequence  ;  if  in 
the  forepart  of  either  leg,  the  periofteum,  liga¬ 
mentary  parts,  or  articulation  of  the  knee  and 
and  footlock  joints,  may  be  feverelv  affeded  ;  if 
the  back  part  of  either ,  the  tendon,  by  being 
pundured  or  lacerated,  may  receive  irreparable 
injury.  From  thefe  various  chances,  it  is  not 
at  all  furprizing  that  lamenefs,  originating  in 
caufes  fo  trifling  in  their  early  appearance* 
fhould  frequently  prove  fb  truly  diflreffing  in 
the  event;  for  it  is  well  known  but  few  of 
thefe  accidents  occur  without  terminating  in 
fuppuration  and  its  tedious  eflfeds  :  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  very  many  of  thofe  hap¬ 
pen,  from  want  of  proper  attention  to  circum- 
dances,  immediately  after  difcovery  of  the  in¬ 
jury  fuftained. 

Pundures  from  thorns,  in  general,  are  con- 
fidered  merely  as  a  temporary  or  fuperficial 
inconvenience,  upon  fuppofition  that  the  inte¬ 
gument  is  alone  aflfeded,  without  the  leaft  refe¬ 
rence  to  parts  more  immediately  and  materially 
concerned.  From  fuch  mifconception  and 
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error  in”  judgment  arife  the  difappointments 
that  fo  frequently  enfue  in  unexpe&ed  form¬ 
ations  of  matter ,  ligamentary  iamenefs ,  or  ten¬ 
dinous  contractions • 

\ 

Although  the  general  mode  of  treatment  has 
been  in  a  great  degree  particularly  explained  in 
different  parts  of  the  original  work,  and  will 
be  dill  more  enlarged  on,  it  is  abfolutely  im- 
poflible  to  defcend  to  every  minutiae,  without 
becoming  too  tedious  and  defultory ;  fome  un- 
forefeen  fymptoms  will  occur  in  all  cafes  (after 
every  poffihle  defcription)  to  juftify  difcretional 

variations,  and  render  fuch  alterations  unavoid- 

#  »  , 

able  as  the  predominant  appearances  may  re¬ 
quire. 

Few  perforations  are  made  by  fubftances  of 
the  above  defcription  but  what  conftitute 
Iamenefs  in  a  greater  or  lef  degree,  either  of 
long  or  fort  duration  :  the  examination  cannot 
be  made  too  foon,  or  the  caufe  (if  retained)  too 
expeditioufly  extracted. 

If  the  injury  fuftained  be  merely  fuperficiab 
not  penetrating  enough  to  indicate  confequen^es 
of  the  kinds  before  mentioned,  the  readied: 

mild 
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tnild  aftringents  become  immediately  appli- 
cable,  to  clofe  the  mouths  of  the  lacerated 
veffels,  and  harden  the  furface.  Of  this  clafs 
none  can  be  better  adapted  than  two  tea  fpoon- 
fuls  of  Goulard's  Extrad  of  Saturn,  with  a 
large  table  fpoonful  of  brandy ;  or,  in  want  of 
the  former,  equal  parts  of  vinegar  and  brandy 
will  become  an  ufeful  fa bftitute.  Two  or  three 
gentle  bathings  with  either  compofition  will  in 
all  flight  cafes  generally  effed  the  purpofe,  and 
prevent  farther  inconvenience. 

On  the  contrary,  fliould  appearances  not 
fubmit  to  thefe  applications,  but  by  fwelling, 
conftantly  increafing  pain,  tenfion,  and  inflam* 
mation,  threaten  maturation,  it  will  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  a  doubt  but  the  tendon  has  been  in 

s'  » 

fome  degree  pundured  or  lacerated  >  the  liga¬ 
mentary  parts  forming  the  union  at  the  articu¬ 
lation  of  the  joints  injured,  or  a  retention  cf 
extraneous  matter  has  taken  .place  from  the 
orifice  of  the  original  wound. 

In  all,  or  either  of  thefe,  the  great  hope  of 
expeditious  relief  muft  depend  folely  upon  the 
proper  and  confident  mode  of  treatment  that  is 
immediately  adopted  to  promote  fuppuration.; 
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the  general  error  has  been  productive  of  in* 
conceivable  mifchief.  It  has  been  the  efta- 
blifhed  cuftom  to  form  a  combination  of  the 
flrongeft  ftimulants  human  invention  could 
devife,  without  a  lingle  reflection  upon  (or  one 
moment  reverting  to)  the  time  inevitably  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  extravafated  contents  to  become 
mature  for  their  difeharge  by  a  critical  effort 
of  nature* 

It  has  been  the  univerfal  and  long  (landing 
practice  in  all  tumours  or  inflammatory  fwell- 
ings  threatening  a  formation  of  matter,  to  rely 
entirely  upon  the  effeCt  of  poultices  (compofed 
of  the  mod  powerful  ingredients)  calculated  to 
llimulate  the  parts  and  excite  early  digeftion. 
However  judicious  and  approved  this  practice 
may  have  been,  it  will  admit  of  fome  improve¬ 
ment,  and  even  that  juflified  by  reajon  and  ex¬ 
perience  ;  conflantly  obferving  (from  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  hair  upon  many  horfes,  in  addition  to 
the  thicknefs  of  the  fkin)  how  difficult  it  mud 
be  for  the  penetrative  power  of  the  poultice  to 
come  into  immediate  contaCl  with  the  offending 
and  indigeiled  matter,  as  well  as  the  long  time 
neceffary  to  obtain  a  difeharge  by  fuch  meam 
slone,  I  in  almoft  every  cafe  of  tumours,  or 

inflammatory 


> 


(  S3  ) 

inflammatory  fwellings,  adopt  the  ufe  of  very 
warm  fomentations,  for  a  confiderable  length 
of  time  preceding  the  application  of  each  poul¬ 
tice  (which  ihould  be  renewed  night  and  morn¬ 
ing,)  and  am  perfedtly  convinced  of  the  advan¬ 
tages  gained  by  the  practice.  No  profeffional 
animadverfion  is  required  to  elucidate  or  juftify 
this  affertion  ;  the  defcribed  ftate  of  the  parts, 
and  correfponding  property  of  the  application, 
fufficiently  demon  ftrate  the  certainty  of  fuccefs 
dependent  upon  the  execution :  for  the  good 
efFedt  of  fuch  mode  of  treatment  is  not  only 
evident  in  an  early  relaxation  of  the  integu¬ 
ment  and  porous  fyftem,  but  in  a  gradual  com¬ 
munication  to  the  feat  of  inflammation,  being 
indubitably  calculated  to  promote,  moji  power- 
fully ,  a  fpeedy  and  plentiful  evacuation. 

During  a  perfeverance  in  this  pradlice,  it 
will  be  found  no  uncommon  circumftance  in 
fuch  formations  (more  particularly  in  large  in¬ 
flammatory  tumours),  for  Nature  to  make  her 
efforts  in  two  or  three  diftind  places  at  the 
fame  time,  where  oozings  may  be  perceived 
from  the  different  apertures;  it  will  now  be 
proper  that  every  attention  is  paid  to  the  nature 
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of  the  difcharge,  to  afcertain  the  (late  of  ma¬ 
turation,  whether  it  is  partial  or  univerfal :  if 
the  fuppuration  is  perfed,  and  evidently  ready 
for  evacuation,  let  a  fuperficial  incifion  be 
made  in  length,  adapted  to  the  fize  of  the  tu¬ 
mour,  and  that  at  the  lowed:  or  mod:  depend¬ 
ing  orifice  (or  fituation  of  the  part)  that  the  dif¬ 
charge  may  become  the  more  fpontaneous,  and 
impeded  by  no  obftrudion.  But  fuch  operation 
fhould  by  no  means  (as  is  very  frequently  the 
cafe)  be  attempted  till  the  part  is  properly  pre-* 
pared,  and  in  need  of  affiftance  :  over  offici- 
oufnefs  and  eager  impatience  in  counterading 
or  anticipating  the  indications  of  Nature,  are 
often  produdive  of  thofe  very  difquietudes  it  i§ 
•our  intered:  to  prevent. 

Should  the  difcharge  confid:  of  a  bloody 
ichor,  or  a  kind  of  watery  indigeded  fanies,  the 
maturation  may  be  deemed  partial ,  and  ex¬ 
ceedingly  unfavourable.  The  dwelling  in  fuch 
cafe  is  generally  hard  in  one  place  and  pliable 
in  another,  the  wound  (or  different  apertures, 
as  it  may  be)  displaying  a  fift ulous  appearance 
that  threatens  more  confequence  and  inconve¬ 
nience  than  a  cafe  of  univerfal  fuppuration. 

Thefe, 
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Thefe  appearances  will  require  an  increafed 
perfeverance  in  the  repeated  ufe  of  fomentation 
and  poultice,  adding  more  heat  to  the  former, 
and  emollients  to  the  latter,  continuing  each 
twice  a  day  without  remiffion.  Increafe  the 
circulation  and  invigorate  the  fyftem  by  an 
ounce  of  bark  in  powder  (given  in  gruel),  or  a 
peEloral  cordial  ball  every  morning,  and  corredl 
the  acrimony  in  the  blood  and  juices  by  one  of 
the  alterative  powders  in  the  feed  of  corn  every 
evening :  thefe  attentions  will  generally  effedt 
a  falutary  change  in  the  conftitution,  and  pro¬ 
duce  a  promifing  discharge  of  healthy  matter* 

Too  much  caution  cannot  be  introduced  to 
prevent  the  opening  of  tumours  or  fwelliogs  of 
any  kind,  before  the  contents  are  fufficiently 
foftened  (or  ripe)  for  difcharge.  Such  prema« 
ture  operation  never  fails  to  give  a  rigid  callofity 
to  the  edges  of  the  wound;  and  they  cannot 
unite  fo  favourably  as  when  the  cafe  is  more 
judicioufly  conducted. 

Where  fnufes  are  fuperficial  (as  for  inftance, 
from  one  aperture  to  another  of  thofe  before 
defcribed),  and  the  integument  is  becoming 
putrid  by  the  corrofive  quality  of  the  matter, 
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an  immediate  reparation  with  the  biftory,  or 
differing  knife  and  director,  is  the  beft  prac¬ 
tice,  as  the  divided  parts  foon  flough  off  with 
the  drefFings,  and  make  way  for  fucceediqg 
incarnation. 


Should  Jtnufes  lead  to  remote  parts,  or  fo 
furround  the  joints  as  to  forbid  (or  render 
dangerous)  the  ufe  of  an  inftrument,  let  them 
be  daily  fyringed  with  tindure  of  myrrh,  fo 
long  as  the  wound  continues  foul  and  unfavour¬ 
able ;  when  it  is  thoroughly  cleanfed,  and 
alTumes  a  promifing  afped,  let  the  injedion 
be  altered  to  half  tindure  and  half  warm  wa¬ 
ter,  continuing  its  ufe  at  each  dreffing,  which 
*  fhould  be  regularly  pei  fevered  in  night  and 

•  *  -f  '  >  V  V  -> 

morning. 

In  wounds  of  this  defcription,  the  rapid 
growth  of  fungous  (commonly  called  proud 
flefh)  is  almoft  incredible:  this  fliould  be  care¬ 
fully  attended  to  in  the  infancy  of  its  appear¬ 
ance,  and,  if  at  all  luxuriant,  muft  be  repeatedly 
touched  in  various  directions ,  with  the  edge  of 
a  lancet,  biftory,  pen-knife,  or  any  other  ap¬ 
plicable  inftrument  exceedingly  fharp;  then 
dreffed  with  a  fubilantial  pledget  of  the  follow- 
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ing  precipitate  ointment,  covered  with  the 
warm  ftable  digeftive,  and  a  bandage  beft 
adapted  to  the  part  affeded  : 

Take  red  precipitate,  finely  powdered,  half  an 
ounce,  yellow  bafilicon  two  ounces,  and  let 
them  be  well  incorporated  upon  a  marble  flab 
for  ufe0 

When  the  fungous  is  entirely  fubdued,  and 
the  cure  nearly  completed,  this  ointment  may 
be  omitted :  but  I  believe  it  can  be  very  rarely 
laid  afide  with  propriety ;  for  I  find  in  my  ge¬ 
neral  practice,  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  relin¬ 
quish  it  totally ,  the  excrefcence  continuing  to 
Shoot,  in  many  cafes,  till  the  wound  is  per - 
feSlly  healed . 

This  mode  of  treatment  will  alfo  be  found 
moft  ftridly  applicable  to  broken  knees  of  any 
confiderable  confequence  without  diftindion, 
fome  very  remarkable  cafes  of  which  have  fallen 
under  my  infpedion,that  have  had  their  different 
terminations :  of  the  tnoft  Angular  was  the  very 
horfe  whofe  “  ligamentary  lamenefs”  in  the  hip 
joint  is  defcribed  in  the  third  cafe ,  that  ha£  a 
very  Abort  time  fince  loft  his  life,  after  being 
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totally  rained  by  a  broken  knee,  received  upon 
a  projecting  flint  in  the  road  between  Henley 
and  Wargrave,  that,  feparating  the  ligamen¬ 
tary  union  of  articulation  at  the  joint,  not  only 
produced  an  immediate  hourly  increaflng  in¬ 
flammatory  and  incredible  enlargement  of  the 
whole  limb ,  but  a  fixed  contraction  (without 
the  power  of  even  refling  the  foot  on  the 
ground),  in  oppofltion  to  every  attempt  to 
relieve,  by  three  of  the  moft  eminent  prac¬ 
titioners  in  the  centre  of  the  royal  ftuds,  when, 
after  the  faireft  exertions  for  fome  weeks,  he 
was  unavoidably  doomed  to  the  death  it  was 
impoflible  to  prevent* 

A  fecond,  much  more  fevere  in  external  ap¬ 
pearance  than  the  foregoing,  was  a  bred  mare  (got 
by  an  Arabian,  late  in  pofleflion  of  Sir  T.  Rum- 
bold,  now  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales),  the  property  of  the  owner  of  the  farcy 
mare  (deferibed  in  cafe  the  fecond),  and  was  at* 

tended  with  equal  fuccefs;  for  although  the  inte- 

• 

gument  and  foft  parts  of  the  knee  were  entirely 
dertroyed,  as  if  taken  off  with  an  inftrument 
(by  a  violent  fall  upon  a  very  hard  gravel  road 
in  Windfor  Foreft)  fo  as  almoft  to  deflroy  every 
expectation  of  cure,  yet  by  a  daily  reduction  of 
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the  fungous ,  and  Uriel  attention  to  the  con¬ 
formation  of  the  edges  of  the  wounds,  a  cicatrix 
was  formed  and  cure  completed,  bidding  defi¬ 
ance  to  the  eye  or  touch  of  the  moft  judicious  in- 
veftigator  ;  which  is  the  more  extraordinary,  as 
the  colour  of  the  mare  is  a  delicate  grey.  This  cafe 
is  only  quoted  to  prove  the  poffibility  of  prevent¬ 
ing  thefe  accidents  from  becoming  fo  perpetu¬ 
ally  prejudicial,  when  properly  attended  to; 
while  on  the  contrary  they  become  irreparable 
injuries,  in  being  left  to  the  courfe  of  nature; 
for,  fuffered  to  cicatrize  with  a  prominence 
conflituting  an  efchar ,  they  prove  an  irretrieve- 
able  blemifh,  that  a  very  few  days  proper 
attention  (in  moll  cafes)  would  probably  pre¬ 
vent. 

Having  gone  through  every  neceflary  in- 
ftrudlion  that  can  be  poffibly  advanced  for  the 
treatment  and  cure  of  the  different  kinds  of 
lamenefs  proceeding  from  various  caufes,  one 
additional  remark  cannot  be  too  forcibly  incul¬ 
cated,  nor  too  flridlly  obferved.  It  is  the  great 
advantage  to  be  gained  in  the  progrefs  and  con¬ 
firmation  of  every  cure,  from  the  ufe  of  an 
open  ft able ,  bay  of  a  barn 9  or  fuch  other  proper 
receptacle,  in  preference  to  a  very  abfurd  cufi* 
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tom,  exceedingly  common  (but  more  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  metropolis,  perhaps  from  the  general 
want  of  room)  of  confining  a  horfe  by  the  head, 
labouring  under  a  fevere  and  tedious  lamenefs, 

in  a  flail  fo  very  narrow,  that  it  is  abfelutely 

\ 

impofjible  for  him  to  enjoy  one  Tingle  extended 
motion  in  a  flate  of  nature ;  his  fituation  is  in 
fadl  fo  contradled  that  he  is  rendered  incapable 
of  exerting  his  powers,  or  knowing  his  own 
ftrength.  He  has  no  room  for  the  molt  trifling 
adlion  but  in  a  compulflve  pofition,  and  can 
move  from  fide  to  fide  only ,  under  every  reflraint 
and  difadvantage0 

To  eflablifh  and  render  complete  the  cure  of 
infirmities  proceeding  from  xelaxed,  pundtured, 
or  lacerated  tendons,  ligamentary  lamenefs, 
thorn  wounds,  or  Trrtkred  almoft  any  other 
caufe,  liberty,  under  certain  limits,  (as  before 
described)  ihould  have  equal  weight  with  every 
ether  confideration ;  and  this  can  be  effedled 
in  no  one  way  fo  well  as  the  line  of  mediocrity 
already  pointed  out;  for  in  fuch  moderate  re¬ 
ceptacle  they  not  only  acquire  a  perfedt  know¬ 
ledge  of  their  own  flate  and  ability,  but  by 
gentle  efforts,  voluntary  motion,  and  gradual 
vfe,  the  relaxed  or  ddedlive  parts  recover  their 
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former  tone  and  elaflicity ;  while,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  by  turning  invalids  out  too  foon  to  open 
paflure  (or  with  other  horfes),  after  fevere  in¬ 
juries  of  this  kind,  they  often  forgetting  (or 
not  confcious  of)  their  late  deficiencies,  become 
full  of  action  and  play  upon  obtaining  their 
liberty,  and  are  not  unfrequentiy  returned  to 
the  liable  in  a  worfe  Jlate  than  at  the  origin  of 
complaint. 

.  Ik  .  -V.  t;  t 

Previous  to  the  eonclufion  of  fuch  compli¬ 
cated  remarks  as  have  been  introduced  for  the 
purport  of  general  information  (calculated  in 
reipedt  to  minute  particulars ,  much  more  for 
the  totally  uninformed  than  the  very  many 
fportfmen  who,  poffefling  a  portion  of  experi¬ 
ence,  Hand  in  need  of  no  inftrudtion),  ii  be¬ 
comes  a  matter  of  indifpenfable  neceffity  to  add 
a  few  words  upon  the  great  danger  (in  fadfc 
cruelty)  of  adhering  clofely  to  fome  parts  of 
ancient  praftice,  that  have  no  one  plea  but 
their  antiquity,  and  the  invincible  obftinacy  of 
their  advocates  to  recommend  them. 

Of  this  clafs  none  Hand  In  a  more  confpicu- 
ous  or  ridiculous  point  of  view  than  thofe  who, 

I  have 
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I  have  obferved  in  the  body  of  the  work*  per- 
fift  *  in  a  maxim,  never  to  be  obliterated,  that 
4  old  laws ,  old  times ,  and  old  books ,  are  beft/ 
Among  thefe,  none  are  more  deftruCtive  in 
their  perfeverance  than  thofe  who,  in  op- 
pofition  to  every  judicious  opinion,  every  en¬ 
lightened  refinement  and  experimental  con¬ 
viction  of  the  certain  danger  (and  often  fatal 
confequence)  continue  to  give  cold  water, 
during  the  procefs  of  purging  medicines, 
under  the  contemptible  a[[ertion  and  pretended 
beliefs  that  it  adds  to  the  eafe and  certainty  of 
the  operation. 

% 

That  this  is  a  deceptive  cuflom,  fhamefully 
perfevered  in  by  numbers  of  the  illiterate  and 
confident,  without  the  knowledge,  and  againft 
the  decided  opinion  of  their  employers,  is  a 
faCt  too  notorious  with  me  to  admit  of  contra¬ 
diction  ;  and  one  of  thofe,  upon  the  ill  effeCts 
of  which  has  been  founded  objections  to  phyjicy 
though  in  many  infiances  the  danger  has  been 
attributed  to  more  remote  caufes,  and  the  truth 
(from  fatal  confequences)  has  never  been  afeer- 
tained. 

A  y  -  _»  .  *v  ■  ,  ,  r  C,  .*  a  '  f 

3  Cafes 
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Cafes  of  this  kind  have  occurred,  within  my 
own  knowledge,  where  the  caufe  has  been 
confefled,  when  the  effed  was  unerringly  per¬ 
ceptible  $  both  the  pores  and  the  inteftines 
(already  preternaturally  relaxed  by  the  admini- 
fixation  of  medicine,  additional  clothing,  and 
furrounding  warmth)  fuffer  fudden  collapfion, 
by  the  ftyptic  power  of  the  frigid  element  pro¬ 
ducing  an  almoft  inftantaneous  obftruddon  to 
every  fecretion ;  the  perfpirative  matter  thus 
obftruded,  is  diredly  fixed  in  the  extremities* 
conftituting  rheumatic  painsy  that  frequently 
terminate  in  palfy  $  or  its  efFeds  upon  the  fto- 
mach  and  inteftines,  then  in  the  higheft  ftate 
of  irritability,  are  found  to  produce  the  moft  ex¬ 
cruciating  cholic ,  fpafmSy  convuljions,  inflam¬ 
mation,  or  mortification ,  that  in  either  cafe 
generally  ends  in  deaths  though  lingering  in- 
jftances  are  frequently  feen,  where  eight,  ten, 
or  twelve  days  of  dreadful  anxiety  precede  the 
termination  . 

Thefe  remarks  upon  fo  critical  a  fubjed  are 
introduced  to  point  out  the  certain  danger,  and 
to  fupprefs,  if  pofiible,  fo  abfurd,  fo  incon- 
fiderate,  and  contemptible,  a  pradice,  that,  it  is 

natural 
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natural  to  conclude,  can  be  continued  but  from 
a  motive  of  inherent  obftinacy,  determined  not 
to  be  convinced,  amidft  all  its  dreadful  confe- 
quence.  I  am,  however,  mod  earneftly  in¬ 
duced  to  hope,  from  an  anxious  and  unalter¬ 
able  defire  to  improve  the  lubjedt  and  reform 
the  practice,  that  the  ancient  adage  of  (  Better 
*  late  than  never,1  and  due  reflection,  will  be 
productive  of  a  gradual  reformation,  parti¬ 
cularly  when  it  is  new  univerfally  known,  and 
acknowledged  by  every  impartial  obferver,  that 
the  inflections  in  the  former  part  of  the  Di¬ 
rectory,  for  management  in  .Physic,  have 
undergone  the  ordeal  of  public  inveftigation, 
and  been  honoured  with  general  approbation; 
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DISEASE  IN  THE  CANINE  SPECIES, 

'  S\  1  *  'V  "  1  -  v’  t  -x 

CALLED 

THE  DISTEMPER. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  the  inferio* 
rity  of  this  fubjed,  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  former,  will  prove  matter  of  obferva- 
tion  to  thofe  whofe  principal  inquiries  are 
direded  more  to  the  difcovery  of  defeds, 
than  the  applaufe  of  perfedions.  Thefe  few 
will,  however,  bear  no  proportion  to  the  large 
body  of  liberal  minded  fportfmen  to  whom 
it  is  principally  addreffed,  and  for  whofe  ufe 
it  is  almoft  folely  communicated*  Nor  would 
it  even  now  have  been  obtruded,  upon  public 
opinion,  but  at  the  particular  requeft  of  gen- 
tlemen  who,  having  profited  by  the  inftruc- 
tions,  were  anxious  for  the  promotion  of 
general  utility. 

E  -  It 
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It  may,  with  the  ftri&eft  juftice,  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  boaft  fome  degree  of  affinity,  to  the 
fubjedt  fo  largely  treated  on,  when  it  is  con- 
fidered  how  very  common  an  appendage  one 
animal  is  to  the  other ;  fo  much  fo,  that  in  field 
fports  their  fafety  and  perfections  feem  not 
only  to  go  hand  in  handy  but  it  is  difficult 
(out  of  the  metropolis)  to  find  the  pofTeffor 
of  a  horfe,  or  horfes,  that  thinks  himfelf  at  all 
equipped  without  hounds,  greyhounds,  point¬ 
ers,  fpaniels,  or  terriers  in  his  train  alfo. 

Under  the  influence  of  this  obfervatiorr,  I 
can  pofiefs  no  fear  of  its  favourable  reception 
among  thofe  who  fairly  inveftigate  the  ra¬ 
tionality  of  medical  innovation,  or  condefcend 
to  court  and  patronize  experimental  improve¬ 
ment  ;  prefuming  upon  the  numerous  and 
flattering  plaudits  beftowed  upon  my  former 
publications,  I  can  hefitate  but  little  in  fub- 
mitting  to  infpedtion  the  obfervations  I  have 
made  upon  a  difeafe,  whole  annual  deftru&ion 
is  generally  known,  in  every  part  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  with  no  other  defcription  or  definition 
in  origin,  caufe,  or  effedf,  than  “  the  dis¬ 
temper  of  which  having  endeavoured  for 

fbme  years  to  form  an  opinion  with  fuch  ac- 

•  % 

curacy. 


curacy,  as  predominant  fymptoms  and  ap¬ 
pearances  would  permit,  I  fhall  tranfmit  them, 
with  the  mode  of  treatment  that  has  hitherto 
(particularly  under  my  own  execution)  proved 
fudcelsfulj  without  a  Jingle  iofs9  to  juftify  a 
doubt  of  the  practice  when  properly  perfe- 
vered  in: 

*  _  .'i  *. 

It  is  now  near  twenty  years  fince  I  com¬ 
menced  my  obfervations  upon  the  nature  and 
indications  of  the  difeafe  in  queftion,  and 
found,  by  my  inquiries  from  others,  and  my 
Own  occafional  remarks,  the  remedies  gene¬ 
rally  adopted  and  efteemed  infallible  fpecifics> 
were  calculated  fo  little  to  counteract  or  re- 

i 

move  the  predominant  fymptoms  of  diftrefs 
in  the  animal,  that  it  produced  no  furprife, 
not  more  than  one  in  twenty  fhould  recover 
when  attacked  with  the  ufual  feverity* 

In  my  endeavours  to  form  fome  rational 
idea  of  the  origin  or  caufe  of  complaint,  I 
could  furniih  from  others  not  the  leaft  affift- 
ance  $  all  the  information  I  could  colleCt, 
even  from  the  trioft  confident  and  felf-fuf- 
ficient)  was,  that  *  the  diforder  was  in  the 
*  head ,  and  a  green  (or  feton)  in  the  poll  in 

E  2  *  the 
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c  the  manner  of  an  iffue,  was  the  only  remedy 
€  to  be  relied  on.’ — Of  this  general  concife  ex¬ 
planation  and  cure  I  fo  far  availed  myfelf,  as  not 
to  omit  the  infpedion  of  a  Angle  fubjed  in 
my  own  neighbourhood,  where  the  received 
opinion  might  be  juftified  or  difproved  by  the 
event.  And  I  muft  candidly  declare,  after 
months  of  the  ftridefl:  attention,  I  never  could 
perceive  a  greater  proportion  than  one  in  ten 
recover  from  the  fuppofed  effed  of  this  in¬ 
fallible  green  or  Jeton ;  and  therefore  we  may 
very  fairly  infer,  thofe  that  recover  under  this 
pradice,  derive  their  cure  much  more  from 
the  a  Alliance  and  efforts  of  Nature,  than  the 
effed  of  fo  uncertain  and  inapplicable  a  re¬ 
medy. 

Finding  fo  little  fatisfadion  or  truth  in  this 
part  of  the  general  opinion,  I  became  more 
anxious  to  difcover  how  far  *  the  head,'  as 
before  mentioned,  was  the  feat  of  difeafej 
but,  after  every  minute  attention,  and  inceffant 
obfervation  (even  with  my  own  pointers  and 
fpaniels  in  fucceffion),  I  could  difcover  no 
one  trait  of  confequence,  to  juftify  the  idea, 
nearer  than  a  tumefadion  of  the  glandular 
parts  on  each  fide  the  throat,  which,  in  a 

greater 
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greater  or  lefs  degree,  afftded  the  different 
fubjeds  according  to  the  mildnefs  or  malig¬ 
nity  of  difeafe. 

Previous  to  the  more  particular  defcription 
of  prevalent  fymptoms  in  the  animals’  labour¬ 
ing  under  the  complaint,  a  few  general  obfer- 
vations  may  be  introduced  without  the  leaft 
digreffion.  I  plainly  perceived  the  difeafe  to 
be  much  more  epidemic  than  infe£iiousy  and 
that  the  time  of  attack  varied  in  th  edifferent 
kinds ;  but  that  the  ratios  of  nineteen  in 
twenty  were  affeded  before  they  were  twelve- 
months  old .  I  obferved  hounds,  greyhounds* 
pointers,  and  the  larger  dogs,  were  ufually  at¬ 
tacked  between  eight  months  old  and  twelve  j 
while  fpaniels,  terriers,  and  the  fmaller  kind?, 
fuffered  between  four  months  and  nine.  I 
alfo  remarked  the  females  were  in  general 
much  lefs  afflided  than  the  males,  many 
efcaping  entirely,  and  thofe  that  did  not,  were 
neither  fo  feverely  affeded,  nor  for  fo  great  a 
duration. 

Having,  about  the  exad  time  of  forming 
my  predetermined  chain  pf  obfervations,  young 
pointers  and  fpaniels  in  my  pqfleflion,  upon 

E  3  who ft 
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whofe  breed  I  had  every  reafon  to  fix  con* 
Tiderable  eftimation,  they  not  only  loon  gave 
me  opportunity  to  become  exceedingly  ac¬ 
curate  in  my  remarks,  but  to  adopt  fuch  re¬ 
medies  as  I  (hould  find  moll:  applicable  (in 
my  opinion)  to  the  fymptoms  of  difeafe. 

{  '  V.  •  k  »  It  > 

'  ^  W  i 

Of  thefe  a  pointer,  of  nearly  eight  months 
old,  was  the  firft  attacked.  The  earlieft  fymp¬ 
toms  of  difeafe  were  dulnefs,  loathing  of  food, 
frequent  ficknefs,  and  conftant  vomitings:  thefe 
producing  in  a  few  days  great  deprefiidn  and 
laffitude,  were  foon  followed  by  perpetual 
hufkinefs  in  the  throat,  and  difficulty  of  refpi- 
ration  ;  the  nofe  remarkably  dry,  and  mouth 
exceedingly  hot,  with  occalional  {trainings  to 
evacuate  by  ftool  without  difcharge. 

Not  having  been  able  to  reconcile  to  my- 
felf  the  lead:  profpedt  of  fuccefs  from  the  ufual 
operation  of  ‘  burning  a  green  in  the  poll 
c  with  a  red  hot  irony  under  an  idea  of  the 
complaints  being  in  the  head,  and  having 
from  hourly  attention,  as  well  as  the  mod:  ac¬ 
curate  obfervation,  every  reafon  to  believe 
the  difeafe  particularly  aff  fled  the  throaty 
Jlomachy  and  intejlincs 9  it  was  natural  I  ffiould 

advert 


(  7*  1 

advert  to  fuch  remedies  as  were  more  im¬ 
mediately  adapted  to  thofe  parts.  My  firft: 
intent  was  to  promote  evacuation,  under  a 
perfedt  convidtion  there  mu  ft  be  a  very  violent 
obftrudtion  in  the  ftomach  or  fome  part  of  the 
inteftines;  to  remove  which,  I  prepared  a 
fmall  ball  with  a  fcruple  of  jalap ,  four  grains 
of  calomel ,  and  two  of  ginger ;  forming  it  into 
a  proper  confidence  with  confetve  of  hips,  then 
covering  it  with  a  fmall  portion  of  frejh  butter 
to  facilitate  its  paflage,  gave  it  in  that  form ; 
where  it  remained  po  longer  than  during  its 
folution  in  the  ftomach,  almoft  inftantly  re¬ 
turning  in  a  ftate  of  liquefadtion,  entirely  un¬ 
accompanied  by  any  other  fubftance  what¬ 
ever  :  this  I  repeated  five  or  fix  times,  in  lefs 
than  three  days,  with  no  better  fuccefs. 

As  the  difeafe  advanced  in  refpedt  to  time, 
the  general  fymptoms  became  more  violent  $ 
the  animal,  from  the  firft  attack,  having  never 
taken  any  food  but  warm  milk  (and  that  in 
the  moft  trifling  quantities),  was  incredibly 
emaciated :  there  was  a  very  great  contrac¬ 
tion  and  hollownefs  of  the  flank,  occafioned 
by  a  perceptible  ftridture  of  the  mufcles,  that, 
producing  an  hourly  encreafing  weaknefs  of 
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the  loins,  feemed  to  indicate  the  approach  of 
inevitable  diffolution ;  the  hinder  parts  had 
abfolutely  declined,  and  could  no  longer  per¬ 
form  their  office;  when  lifted  up  he  could  not 
{land  without  fupport,  his  hind  legs  finking 
under  him;  and  by  the  frequent  twitchings 
and  convulfive  fpafms,  he  feemed  encounter¬ 
ing  the  agonies  of  immediate  death. 


No  refinement  of  thought,  no  fublimity  of 

expreffion,  is  neceffary  to  convey  a  defcription  of 

% 

the  prefent  dilemma.  Every  fportfman,  whofe 

mind  is  embellifhed  by  the  nicer  fenfations,  and 

*  «  » 

whofe  heart  is  inftindively  open  to  alleviate 
the  fufferings  of  thefe  partners  of,  and  con¬ 
tributors  to,  our  pleafures,  thefe  nodurnal  pro¬ 
testors  of  our  property ;  as  well  as  the  many 
( though  ?io  fporifmen)  who  have  their  favour¬ 
ites  of  the  different  fpecies,  and  are  no 
ftrangers  to  their  attachments,  fidelity,  andgr#- 
titude>  have,  no  doubt,  Jometime  or  other ,  flood 
in  a  fimilar  predicament. 


Convinced  by  the  ftate  of  the  extended 
fubjed,  nothing  could  be  expeded  but  death 9 
any  rational  experiment,  that  could  be  put 

into  immediate  pradice,  was  perfedly  jufti- 

•  ,  *  * 
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fiable  to  promote  a  further  inveftigation  of  the 
caufe,  or  very  flender  and  improbable  chance 
of  the  mitigation  or  cure  of  difeafe.  Almoft 

’  r  \ 

hopelefs  of  even  time  fufficient  to  adminiftdr 
the  medicine,  I  prepared  a  ball,  containing 
three  grains  of  emetic  tartar,  and  ten  of  jalaps 
forming  the  mafs  and  paffing  it  as  before.  I 
alfo  incorporated  one  ounce  of  the  fpirit  of 
hartfhorn  (by  frequent  fhaking)  with  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  pint  of  olive  oil,  and  bathed  all  the 
affedted  parts  of  the  throat,  fo  as  to  leave  the 
hair  underneath  the  neck  plentifully  charged 
with  the  compofition. 

For  rather  more  than  half  an  hour,  during 
the  folution  of  the  ball,  and  its  confequent 
effedl  upon  the  ftomach,  the  fubjedt  feemed 
to  undergo  the  mod  painful  fenfations;  agita¬ 
ting  vibrations  (or  tremblings)  of  the  whole 
frame  were  very  frequent  $  his  eyes,  nearly 
clofed ,  feemed  totally  fixed,  and  the  foam  iffu- 
ing  from  both  fides  of  his  mouth  (as  he  lay 
extended  at  his  utmoft  length),  left  not  the 
lead  expedition  of  ever  feeing  him  even  once 
more  upon  his  legsj  when  fuddenly  rifing 
(after  repeated  efforts)  a  perfedt  frame  or 
ikeleton,  and  reeling  three  or  four  feet  from 
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the  carpet  he  was  laid  on,  threw  up  (with 
very  little  exertion  or  (training)  near  half  a 
pint  of  vifcid  limpid  coagulum,  fo  tenacious 
and  adhelive  that  there  was  not  the  leaft  pof- 
fibility  of  partial  reparation.  After  this  emo¬ 
tion  he  could  not  return  to  the  fpot  he  had 
arifen  from  without  affiftance^to  which,  being 
carried  and  laid  down,  he  appeared  fomewhat 
more  at  eafe. 

_  i  *  *  u?  }  •  1  •  C  .  i"i 
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Still  convinced  no  fatisfadtory  termination 
could  be  obtained,  or  even  expedted,  without 
farther  exertions,  and  not  entertaining  the  leaft 
doubt,  by  fymptoms  before  defcribed,  but  the 
inteftines  were  equally  the  feat  of  difeafe,  and 
principally  concerned  in  the  origin  of  com¬ 
plaint,  without  the  power  of  reaching  that 
caufe  by  any  other  means,  I  was  determined 
to  perfevere  in  my  experiments,  and  proceeded 
accordingly  in  the  following  preparation  : 

*/  %  i  j • 

t 

Strong  decodtion  of  rue,  half  a  pint ; 

Lenitive  electuary,  and 

Common  fait,  of  each  a  quarter  of  an  ounce-, 

Olive  oil,  two  table-fpoonfuls. 

Thefe 

,  -  w  .  nr t  £'  ■  \ 
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Thefe  being  properly  mixed  were  adminiftered 
as  a  glyfter,  of  warmth  fufficient  to  ftimulate 
the  internal  parts  to  adliom 

This  was  however  expelled  almoft  inftantly 
Upon  its  injection  with  great  rapidity,  as  hav¬ 
ing  met  fome  obftacle  in  its  courfe  through 
the  inteftine,  which  ferved  only  to  excite  an 
unremitting  perfeverance  to  obtain  relief;  par¬ 
ticularly  as  I  had  fufficient  rpafon  to  believe, 
by  every  look  and  endeavouring  atlion  of  the 
animal,  that  he  had  already  found  fome  de¬ 
gree  of  mitigation  by  the  evacuation  from  his 
ftomach  and  the  relaxation  of  the  inteftine. 
The  glyfter  was  repeated  in  two  hours,  with 
an  almoft  immediate  eje&ion,  producing  no 
other  advantage  than  additional  alleviation  of 
predominant  fymptoms ;  the  fubjedt  became 
evidently  more  at  eafe,  difplaying  in  his  looks 
certain  marks  of  relief ;  the  ftridture  upon  the 
abdominal  mufcles  was  confiderably  reduced, 
and  I  had  little  doubt  but  the  ftate  of  the 
ftomach  and  inteftines  were  in  fome  degree 
altered  by  the  falutary  difcharge  from  the 
former,  as  well  as  the  good  effedt  and  warmth 
of  the  internal  fomentation  upon  the  other. 

Appearances 
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Appearances  fo  highly  gratifying  (and  thofe 
produced  in  a  few  hours  by  experiments  new 
and  uncertain)  afforded  me  the  beft  encou¬ 
ragement  to  exert  every  endeavour  that  could 
tend  to  crown  the  event  with  fuccefs.  In 
about  an  hour  after  the  lad:  operation,  a  plate 
of  bread  and  milk  was  offered,  boiled  well 
together ;  fupporting  the  head  and  fore  parts 
from  the  ground  as  he  lay,  in  hopes  he  might 
be  able  to  take  a  fmall  portion  of  nutriment, 
that  would  affift  exhaufted  nature  and  fupport 
the  frame ;  he  howeyer,  after  giving  proof  of 
his  inclination  fo  to  do,  failed  in  the  attempt 
from  abfolute  wcaknefs ,  and  was  compelled  to 
decline  it„ 

Notwithflanding  this  failure,  every  other 
circumftance  tended  to  convince  me  the  dog 
was  in  fome  degree  mending:  confirmed,  beyond 
a  doubt,  where  the  obftacle  lay,  and  firmly 
perfuaded  the  foundation  of  relief  was  already 
communicated,  I,  for  the  firft  time,  became 
enlivened  with  a  ray  of  expe&ation  it  might 
be  totally  removed.  To  accomplifh  this  very 
defirable  point,  I  was  determined  no  time,  no 

V  *  * 

trouble,  on  my  part,  (hould  be  omitted,  and 
therefore  dedicated  the  following  night  to  a 
3  verification 
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verification  of  that  excellent  motto  and  ex- 
citement  to  induftry,  Perfevere  and  conquer  ” 
The  fubjedl  continued  to  become  much  lefs  dif- 
quiet,  not  a  fyrnptom  but  appeared  lefs  violent* 
and  he  even  dozed  without  extreme  pain.  In 
the  middle  of  the  night  I  repeated  the  glyfter, 
which  was  then  retained  a  confiderable  time* 
and  again  difcharged,  as  thrown  up  without 
the  lead:  appearance  of,  or  admixture  with, 
excrement. 

After  this  retention  and  evacuation  of  the 
Injedtion,  he  tottered,  unfupported  to  his  bed* 
and  Jay  down  evidently  better.  In  lefs  than 
an  hour  after  this  effort  and  emotion  he  took, 
with  fome  degree  of  eagernefs,  the  bread  and 
milk  that  had  been  prepared  (previoufly 
warmed)  5  about  eight  in  the  morning  I  re¬ 
newed  my  injedtion,  which,  after  being  re¬ 
tained  for  at  leaft  ten  minutes,  came  away 
with  a  large  portion  of  difcoloured  crudities ,  as 
if  brought  from  the  interfaces  of  the  inteftines 
by  the  repeated  wafhings  of  the  injedtion. — 
This  produced  additional  and  very  ftriking 
advantages :  he  was  feemingly  relieved  in  all 
refpedts,  the  ftridture  of  the  mufcles  upon  the 
inteftines,  and  the  contraction  of  the  loins, 


were 
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vvere  both  evidently  better;  and  the  violence 
of  every  former  fymptom  promifed  gradually 
to  fubfide ;  he  foon  took,  and  continued  to 
take,  occafionai  fupplies  of  the  bread  and  milk 
well  boiled,  of  thin  confidence,  for  the  pur- 
pofe* 

•  .  , .  . . 

The  glyfters  were  repeated  every  four  or 
five  hours,  without  remiffion,  with  little  va¬ 
riation  in  advantage  and  appearance,  till  ten 
or  eleven  had  been  given,  their  good  effedts 
•being  plainly  perceptible  in  every  repetition ; 
when,  after  a  fucceffion  of  fevere  trials  and 
repeated  drainings  for  many  minutes,  one  en¬ 
tire  mafs  was  voided,  compofed  of  every  kind 
of  extraneous  fubftance  fuch  animal  could 
have  been  fuppofed  to  fwallow  with  food 
during  its  puppyifm.  It  clearly  confided  of 
grafs  or  hay,  wonderfully  matted  or  inter¬ 
woven  with  hair,  and  particles  of  fand  or 
gravel  cemented  together  fo  exceedingly  hardy 

that  it  might  be  fairly  fuppofed  to  have  been 

* 

prepared  by  art,  and  palled  through  a  mould 
by  fome  inftrument  of  powerful  prelTiire. 

This  extraordinary  expulfion  occafioned  no 
furprife ;  on  the  contrary,  it  removed  every 

fufpenfe 
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fufpenfe* — confirmed  every  fufpicion— and  left 
no  one  doubt  of  the  caufe  of  complaint  or  cer¬ 
tainty  of  cure.  The  animal,  aim  oft  from  this 
moment,  became  a  new  fubject,  demonftrating 
in  every  adion,  his  change  of  fituation ;  not- 
withftanding  which,  the  operation,  in  a  few 
hours  was  once  more  repeated ,  and  in  its  effedfc 
brought  away  fome  loofe  remains  exadly  cor- 
refponding  with  the  fubflances  'before  de- 
fcribed.  From  this  time  he  fuffered  no  farther 
inconvenience  but  what  was  the  refult  of 
previous  pain,  want  of  nutriment,  and  bodily 
debilitation :  he  continued  daily  to  improve 
not  only  in  his  renewed  eftablifhments  of 
health,  but,  the  enfuing  feafon,  in  his  expeded 
qualifications  ;  after  which  I  parted  with  him, 
for  a  very  valuable  confideration,  to  a  gentle¬ 
man  going  to  Scotland,  who  purchafed  him 
with  an  avowed  intent  to  improve  the  breed, 
he  being  perhaps  as  fine  a  figure,  with  fze> 
bone ,  fpeed ,  and  perfection ,  as  ever  entered  the 
field. 

To  this  fucceeded,  in  a  very  flhort  fpace  of 
time,  the  cafe  of  a  young  fpaniel,  in  every  re- 
fpedl  the  fame ,  but  with  much  lefs  feverity ; 
the  fymptoms,  in  fad,  were  not  violent  to 

alarm. 


alarm,  and  being  exceedingly  flight,  were  im¬ 
mediately  counteracted  by  the  fame  means  with 
a  very  flender  portion  of  perfeverance. 

t ' 

Perfectly  fuccefsful  in  thefe  attempts,  and 
gratified  in  the  effeCt  of  experiments  planned 
only  upon  my  own  private  opinion  and  obfer- 
vations,  with  an  intent  to  infure  (if  pofilble) 
the  certainty  of  caufe  and  probability  of  cure, 
it  will  not  be  thought  extraordinary,  I  wifhed 
for,  and  even  courted,  opportunities  to  juftify, 
or  render  nugatory,  the  difcovery  I  was  fo 
anxious  to  afcertain. 

i 

I  foon  found  it  impofiible  to  fucceed  in  my 
inveftigation  and  purfuit  with  fubjeCts  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  others  5  there  I  could  only  advife  or 
recommend  (without  the  power  of  abfolute 
dictation),  where,  probably,  various  circum- 
ftances — the  pride,  indolence,  or  peculiarities, 
of  the  parties  might  prevent  the  performance 
of  either  one  or  the  other. 

\ 

During  my  encreafed  defire  to  proceed  in 
fuch  fpeculative  inquiry,  a  brace  of  pointer 
puppies  were  brought  me  by  a  gentleman  from 
Banbury  in  Oxfordflure,  of  fo  good  a  breed, 

and 
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and  fo  high  in  eftimation,  that  the  fire  was 
lent  for  from  Newport  Pagnel  in  Buckingham- 
Jhire ,  to  the  dam  at  Banbury  merely  for  this 
Angle  a  d  of  procreation.  Thefe  were  both 
attacked  in  their  feventh  month  and  within  a 
few  days  of  each  other;  . one  being  in  figure 
*— fhape — marks  and  pro  mi  ring  appearance — 
very  much  like  the  dog  before  defcribed,  had 
already*  (and  perhaps  from  that  very  reafon,) 
become  a  great  favourite;  and  to  this  every  at¬ 
tention,  every  ceremony  and  operation  hitherto 
explained  was  rigidly  performed  (as  no  two 
cafes  could  be  ever  more  fiddly  alike),  with 
no  alteration  in  form,  no  variation  in  effed, 
but  exadly  correfponding  in  every  particular 
with  the  cafe  firft  recited :  the  fymptoms  were 
all  equally  violent,  the  danger  as  great,  the 
cure  as  improbable,  and  the  recovery  as  per- 
fedly  complete. 

This  cafe  occurred  in  the  fummerof  1781, 
and  the  dog  is  now  in  pofteftion  of  a  gentle¬ 
man  at  Binfield  in  Wind  for  Fore  ft,  who'  has 
repeatedly  declared  he  fhall  never  change  his 
mafter  ;  and  it  may  not  be  inapplicable  to  add, 
he  even  now  pofleffes  all  the  perfedions  of  a 
young  dog:  and  when  he  was  my  property, 

F  a  neighbouring 


a  neighbouring  friend  repeatedly  offered  to 
hunt  him  in  the  field,  and  oppofe  his  good 
qualities  againfl  any  Jingle  pointer  in  the 
County  for  a  hundred  guineas.  Thus  were 
two  of  the  fined:  dogs  in  the  kingdom  pre- 
ferved  by  the  effed  of  experiments,  that  had 
they  not  been  brought  into  trial  could  never 
have  proved  fuccefsful. 

Whatever  might  have  been  my  predomi¬ 
nant  wifh  refpeding  the  other  fubjed  of  dif- 
eafe,  profefiional  engagements  totally  pre- 
eluded  every  poflibility  of  bellowing  the  fame 
perfonal  attendance  upon  both ,  had  they  been 
equally  high  in  my  eftimation :  this  very  want 
of  opportunity  had  neverthelefs  its  convenience, 
fo  far  as  it  contributed  to  eftablifh  the  pradice 
I  had  adopted  with  fo  much  promifed  luccefs* 
The  ufual  fymptoms  continued  to*  increafe 
with  the  violence  fo  particularly  deferibed  in 
the  firft  cafe,  till  the  fourteenth  day,  when 
the  flight  fpafms  and  twitchings  produced 
convulfions  of  fome  duration ;  from  thefe  he 
Sometimes  continued  perfectly  free  for  four  or 
five  hours,  when  they  returned  with  increas¬ 
ing  feverity,  but  frequent  intermifiion $  on  the 
eighteenth  day  they  became  inceflant,  render- 
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ing  the  fight  truly  diftrefllng,  and  clofing 
the  fcene  after  a  convulfive  fit  of  near  four 
hours  without  the  leaft  deviation  or  relief. 

From  the  event  of  this  itnafjijled  cafe,  (as 
well  as  many  others  among  my  fporting 
friends,)  in  diredt  contraffc  to  thofe  already 
recited,  I  had  a  very  fair  and  undoubted  plea 
to  gratulate  myfelf  upon  a  difcovery  that  had 
hitherto  promifed  every  hope  of  fuccefs  upon, 
repetition  and  juftly  laid  claim  to  the  left  of 
farther  trials  when  time  fhould  afford  op¬ 
portunity  for  additional  demonftration. 

Such  proofs  have  fince  occurred  as  leave  no 
room  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  the  practice* 
firft  in  a  pointer,  fon  of  the  dog  whofe  recovery 
is  before  mentioned,  and  now  in  a  gentleman’s 
poifefiion  at  Binfield,  who  was  attacked  when, 
about  nine  months  old  ;  and,  though  not  af¬ 
fected  with  the  feverit)rt>f  the  two  pointers 
whofe  cafes  have  gone  before,  (perhaps  in 
confequence  of  the  remedies  being  brought 
very  early  into  ufe),  yet  he  fuffered  fo  much 
from  the  difeafe,  as  to  render  his  recovery  for 
fome  days  a  matter  of  great  uncertainty.  The 
mode  of  treatment  fo  particularly  explained 

F  2  was 


was  punctually  adhered  to,  in  both  the  emetic 
ball  and  repetition  of  the  glyfters ;  the  effeCt 
proved  equally  favourable  $  and  although  the 
evacuations  were  not  critically  the  fame,  they 
were  nearly  fimilar  to  thofe  in  the  cafes  of 
recovery  before  defcribed.  This  dog  proved 
equally  valuable  in  field  qualifications  with  his 
fire  ;  and  was  difpofed  of  at  the  requefi  of  a 
gentleman  of  fortune  in  the  neighbourhood, 
to  whofe  generofity  I  hand  indebted  for  in-* 
numerable  inftanccs  of  Jiis  partiality. 

•  % 

M 

If  I  had  the  lead  reafon  to  entertain  doubt* 

.  i 

of  the  fuccefs  of  my  endeavours,  and  earneftly 
wifhed  another  cafe  to  eftablifii  the  point 
beyond  all  caufe  of  controverfy,  fuch  ad¬ 
ditional  proof  loon  occurred,  leaving  every 
infiance  in  favour  of  the  attempt  and  practice, 
without  a  fingle  counteraction  to  juftify  a 
doubt  of  its  confifiency. 

\ 

The  conftantly  increafing  claims  upon  pro- 
fefiional  attention  to  objects  of  greater  impor¬ 
tance  having  induced  a  fufpenjion  of  the  gun , 
with  the  difpofal  of  my  pointers,  an  inviolable 
(or  rather  invincible)  attachment  to  the  fpecies, 
jfoon  procured  me  an  epitome  of  the  fafhion,  in 

a  brace 
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a  brace  of  terriers  y  and  fuch  being  obtained  in 
preference  from  a  palace  (rather  than  the  cot¬ 
tage),  were  equally  remarkable  for  their  breed 
and  beauty,  foon  becoming,  as  pointers  had 
been ,  objeds  of  adequate  attention.  Of  thefe 
the  male  was  attacked  under  fix  months  old, 
in  every  refped  as  all  the  others  that  had  been 
fubjeds  of  my  obfervation,  and  with  fo  much 
continued  feverity,  and  increafing  violence  of 
fymptoms,  that  I  did  not  entertain  either  ex- 
pedation  or  idea  of  his  recovery.  The  fame 
plan  of  operation  was  purfued  as  with  all  the 
reft,  varying  the  proportions  only  to  age,  fize, 
and  ftrength  (by  reducing  the  compofition  of 
the  ball  to  two  grains  of  emetic  tartar, 'and 
eight  of  jalap,  and  the  glyfters  to  half  the 
quantity  given  to  larger  dogs),  till  his  recovery 
was  afcertained  to  a  certainty,  and  he  is  now 
in  my  poftefTion,  with  the  female,  that  has 
never  been  at  all  attacked,  at  lead:  to  become 
perceptible.  This  was  the  fifth  fuccefsful  trial 
upon  animals  under  my  own  infpedion,  and 
not  to  be  controverted  by  the  pique  or  preju¬ 
dice  of  thofe  who  may  conceive  the  matter  too 
trifling  for  the  prefs,  or  the  fpecies  too  infigni- 
cant  for  the  procefs. 
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Having  however  (fpeaking  from  experi¬ 
mental  fenfations)  every  reafon  to  believe  there 
are  of  all  clalTes  great  numbers  who  would  mod 
readily  encounter  not  only  fatigue,  but  diffi¬ 
culty  and  expenfe,  to  extricate  from  difeafe 
and  threatening  death  favourites  of  this  fpecies. 
It  is  from  the  flattering  hope  of  their  plaudits, 
that  I  have  gone  entirely  out  of  the  line  of 
literary  ambition ,  and  defcended  to  the  defcrip- 
tive  minutiae  of  a  fubjeft  that  may,  from  the 
more  sublime  and  dignified  pradtitioner, 
undergo  every  poffible  accufation  of  profef- 
fional  degradation,  from  which  I  court  no  ex- 
culpation ,  fol’cit  no  acquittal ,  make  no  appeal \ 
but  to  the  more  decifive  and  honourable  opinion 
of  th t  [porting  world  in  general ,  to  whofe  en¬ 
couraging  partiality  it  is  folely  adareficd,  and 
to  whofe  confideration  and  particular  ufe  it  is 
mod  refpedlfully  fubmitted. 

FINIS. 
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Mild  Purging  Balls, 

Stronger  Ditto, 

Mild  Mercurial  Purging  Balls, 

Stronger  ditto. 

Cordial  Rhubarb  Purging  Balls, 
forging  Balls  for  Worms, 
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i.s.  6d.  each. 

2S. 

2S. 

25.  6d. 


Mild 
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Mild  Diuretic  Balls  for  Crocks,  Scratches,  "j 

Surfeit,  Hidebound,  or  fluduating  >6s.  per  dozen. 
Humours,  j 

Stronger  ditto,  for  perceptible  Foulnefs,  De-  | 

feds  of  the  Eyes,  Swelled  Legs,  >  8sa 
and  Greafe,  -  ~  J 

Pectoral  Cordial  Balls,  for  recent  Colds  orl 

Coughs,  and  to  be  given  after  fevere  >  8s« 

Chafes  and  long  Journies, 

Pe&oral  Detergent  Balls  for  ObfHnate' 

Coughs,  or  Afthmatic  and  Thick  >Os. 

Winded  Horfes,  - 

Fever  Bails,  -  -  is.  6d.  each* 

Balls  for  Loofenefs  or  Scouring,  -  is.  6d. 

Balls  for  the  Flatulent  Cholic,  or  Fret,  -  2s. 

Ditto  for  the  Inflammatory  Cholic,  or  Gripes,  2s, 

Ditto  for  the  Strangury,  or  Suppreflion  of  1 

Urine,  -  -  _  ,  Jis.  6d.  k 

Bliflering  Ointment  for  Lamenefs,  Spavins,  7 

Splents,  or  Curbs,  ^ 3s*  Per  Pof» 

Embrocation  for  Lamenefs  or  Strains,  -  2s.  6d.  per  bottlo# 

Alterative  Powders  for  Cracks,  Scratches, 


Surfeit,  Hidebound, 
Greafe*  » 


Mange,  or  ^  4s,  per  dozen. 


N.  B.  The  above  Medicines  are  fo  particularly  prepared, 
and  carefully  enclofed,  that  they  retain  their  properties  for  any 
length  of  time  ;  and  the  Cordial  PeRoral,  Fever,  and  Balls  for 
Scouring ,  Gripes ,  or  Fret ,  may  be  diffolved  in  Ale  or  Gruel ,  and 
given  as  a  drink,  if  thought  more  applicable  or  convenient* 


